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EXSUL FAMILIA NAZARETHANA

Apostolic Constitution of Pius X1I, dated August 1, 1952.
INTRODUCTION

The émigré Holy Family of Nazareth, fleeing into Egypt, is the archetype of every refugee
family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, living in exile in Egypt to escape the fury of an evil king, are,
for al times and all places, the models and protectors of every migrant, alien and refugee of
whatever kind who, whether compelled by fear of persecution or by want, is forced to leave
his native land, his beloved parents and relatives, his close friends, and to seek aforeign soil.

For the aimighty and most merciful God decreed that His only Son, "being made like unto
men and appearing in the form of a man,” should, together with His Immaculate Virgin
Mother and His holy guardian Joseph, be in this type too of hardship and grief, the firstborn
among many brethren, and precede them in it.

In order that this example and these consoling thoughts would not grow dim but rather offer
refugees and migrants a comfort in their trials, and foster Christian hope, the Church had to
look after them with special care and unremitting aid. She sought to preserve intact in them
the Faith of their fathers and a way of life that conformed to the moral law. She aso had to
contend strenuously with numerous difficulties, previously unknown and unforseeable, which
were encountered abroad. Above all, it was necessary to combat the evil work of those
perverse men who, aas, associated with migrants under the pretext of bringing material aid,
but with the intent of damaging their souls.

How serious and grave would be the reasons for anxiety and anguish had the Church's
spiritual care been lacking or found wanting in the past or the present! The disasters would
have been more lamentable than those of the tragic days of St Augustine! Then, the Bishop of
Hippo insistently urged his priests not to leave their flocks without pastors during the
oppressive catastrophes. He reminded them what benefits their presence would bring and
what havoc would inevitably follow if their flocks were abandoned.

When the priests are absent, what ruin for those who must leave this world either
unbaptized or still chained by sin! What sadness for their friends, who will not
have them as companions in the repose of eternal life! What grief for all, and
whet blasphemy by some, due to the absence of the priest and of his ministry.

One can readily understand what the dread of passing evils can do, and what
great eternal evil follows! On the other hand, when the priests are at their posts
they help everyone with all the strength the Lord has given them. Some are
baptized, others make their peace with God. None is deprived of receiving the
Body of Christ in Communion; all are consoled, edified and urged to pray to
God, Who can wand off all dangers!



TITLE I
The Church's Motherly Solicitude for Migrants

Holy Mother Church, impelled by her ardent love of souls has striven to fulfill the duties
inherent in her mandate of salvation for all mankind, a mandate entrusted to her by Christ.
She has been especially careful to provide all possible spiritual care for pilgrims, aliens, exiles
and migrants of every kind. This work has been carried out chiefly by priests who, in
administering the Sacraments and preaching the Word of God, have labored zealously to
strengthen the Faith of the Christiansin the bond of charity.

Let us briefly review what the Church has done in this matter in the distant past and then
discuss more fully the implementation of thiswork in our own times.

First, let us recall what the great St. Ambrose did and said when that illustrious Bishop of
Milan succeeded in ransoming the wretched captives who had been taken after the defeat of
the Emperor Vaentine near Adrianopolis. He sacrificed the sacred vessels in order to protect
the destitute ones from physical suffering and to relieve them of their pressing spiritual
dangers which were even a greater hazard. "For who," said Ambrose,

is so callous, unfeeling, herd-hearted and cruel that he does not want men saved
from death and women from barbarous attacks worse than death?

For who is not willing to rescue girls and boys or little children from the service
of pagan idols, into which they have been forced under pain of death? We have
not undertaken this work without reason; and we have done it openly to proclaim
that it is far better to preserve souls for the Lord than to preserve gold.

Equally noble were the vigorous ardent labors of bishops and priests who sought to bring to
newcomers the blessings of the true Faith and to introduce them into the social customs of
these new countries. They aso facilitated the assimilation of the uncultured invaders whom
they introduced both to the Christian religion and to a new culture.

We indeed are happy to recall those religious orders founded specifically to ransom prisoners.
Their members, burning with Christian love, endured great hardships on behalf of their
enchained brothers for the purpose of liberating, or at least, of consoling many of them.

With the discovery of the New World, Christ's priests were the tireless companions of the
men who founded colonies in those far distant lands. It was these priests who made sure that
these colonists would not desert Christian ways nor become proud because of the riches
acquired in the new lands. These priests also wished to move forward suitably and readily as
missionaries to teach the Gospel to the natives, who previously were entirely ignorant of the
Divine Light. And they zealously proclaimed that the natives were to be treated as brothers by
the colonists.

We must a'so mention those apostles of the Church who labored for the relief and conversion
of those Negroes who were barbarously deported from their own land and sold as Slaves in
American and European ports.



We wish also to say a few words concerning the unceasing care exercised in behalf of
pilgrims by a number of devout associations. Providentially set up during the Middle Ages,
these groups flourished throughout the Christian world, and especially here in Rome. Under
their influence, innumerable hospices and hospitals for strangers, churches and national
societies were established. Many traces of them are found even today.

Especially worthy of note were the Pilgrims' Halls: Saxon, Frankish, Frisian, which by the 8th
century had been established around the Vatican beside the tomb of St. Peter, Prince of the
Apostles. These Halls housed visitors from countries north of the Alps who had journeyed to
Rome to venerate the memory of the Apostles.

These Halls were provided with their own churches and cemeteries, and staffed by priests and
clerics of their respective nationalities, who provided for the material and spiritual welfare of
their people, especially the sick and the poor. In the following centuries other monasteries
were built, with their associated hospices for pilgrims. Included among them were Ethiopian
or Abyssinian, Hungarian and Armenian Halls. All this happily echoed words of the Apostle
Paul: "... sharing the needs of the saints, practising hospitality."

This experience proves that the sacred ministry can be carried on more effectively among
strangers and pilgrims if it is exercised by priests of their own nationality or at least who
speak their language. This is especialy true in the case of the uneducated or those who are
poorly instructed in the Catechism. The Fourth Lateran Council solemnly affirmed that this
rightly was so, declaring in 1215: "We find in most countries, cities and dioceses in which
people of diverse languages who, though bound by one Faith, have varied rites and customs.
Therefore we strictly enjoin that the Bishops of these cities or dioceses provide the proper
men, who will celebrate the Liturgical Functions according to their rites and languages. They
will administer the Sacraments of the Church and instruct their people both by word and by
deed.” The Church has followed this instruction scrupulously, even down to our own days.

Indeed, as we know, special parishes have been established for the various languages and
nationality groups. At times, even dioceses have been established for the different rites. It is
this aspect to which we now turn our attention.

Such parishes, most frequently requested by the emigrants themselves, were a source of great
benefit both to dioceses and to souls. Everyone recognizes this and respects it with due
esteem. Therefore, the Code of Canon Law duly provides for them (Can. 216, 4). And as the
Holy See gradually gave its approval, numerous national parishes were established, especially
in America. Very recently, to cite but one example, parishes were set up, by decree of the
Consistorial Congregation, for the Chinese living in the Philippine Islands.

Indeed, there never has been a period during which the Church has not been active in behalf
of migrants, exiles and refugees. But to be brief, we will recount only her work of recent
years.

It is well to begin this survey by mentioning the fifty volumes preserved in the Vatican
Archives. Holy See's Care in behalf of the French. Truly they constitute a magnificent proof
of the never-ending devotion of the Roman Pontiffs to the hapless persons banished from their
country by revolution or war.



These volumes reveal the fatherly care taken of the French by our predecessors Pius VI and
Pius VII. Driven from their native land, many of these émigrés were received with open arms
in the Papal State, and particularly in Rome, while others took refuge in other countries.

We are happy to mention Blessed Vincent Pallotti, the eminent founder of the Catholic
Apostolic Society. We ourselves have called him the "pride and glory of the Roman Clergy"
and at the beginning of the recent Jubilee year, we gladly announced that he was among the
resplendent company of the Beatified. Urged on by love of souls and eager to strengthen the
Catholic Faith of Italian immigrants in England, Blessed Vincent sent severa of his
Congregation to London to provide for the spiritual care of their people. Our predecessor Pius
IX granted Blessed Vincent's request for permission to collect funds for the construction of a
new church building in Landon which was to be dedicated to the glory of God in honor of St.
Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and it was intended chiefly for Italian immigrants.

Toward the end of the 19th century, when the social means of prosperity became available to
the poor in a manner previously unknown, great waves of people left Europe and moved
especialy from Italy to America. As usual the Catholic Church devoted special effort and care
to the spiritual welfare of these emigrants. Inspired by devotion towards her exiled sons, she
has through the centuries been ever quick not only to approve new methods of Apostolate,
more suitable to the progress of peoples and the changed circumstances of the times, but she
has also zealoudly integrated them into this new socia system, for sheis ever careful to warn
of the dangers that threaten society, morality, and religion.

The record of our predecessor Leo XIlI provides clear evidence of the Holy See's diligent
solicitude, a solicitude which became more ardent as public officials and private institutions
seemed the more dilatory in meeting the new needs. Leo XII1 not only upheld vigorously the
dignity and rights of the working man but also defended strenuously those emigrants who
sought to earn their living abroad. On July 9, 1878, when he had been Pope for only ayear, he
graciously approved the Society of St. Raphael, established by the Bishops of Germany to aid
emigrants from that nations Through the years, the Society worked advantageously in behalf
of emigrants in the ports of departure and arrival, and aided other nationalities, such as
Belgian, Austrian and Italian, as their own.

Later, in an Apostolic Letter of 1887, he approved as most beneficial and timely the project of
the Servant of God, John Baptist Scalabrini, then Bishop of Piacenza. The plan was "to found
an ingtitute of priests ready and willing to leave their native land for remote places,
particularly, for America, where they could carry on the priestly ministry among the
numerous Italian Catholics, who were forced by economic distress to emigrate and to take up
residencein foreign lands."

Then, aided by energetic priests and far-sighted prelates, this apostolic man, whom we
ourselves in 1946 proclaimed most valuable to the Church and State, founded a Society of
priests. In the apt words of Leo XIlIl, in the letter which we shall mention later, Leo said: "In
that Society, priests burning with love of Christ gather together from all parts of Italy to
devote themselves to studies and to practices of these duties and ways of life that would make
them effective and successful ambassadors of Christ to the Italians scattered abroad.”

Thus was founded a new religious community, the Missionaries of St. Charles for Italian
Emigrants. The Servant of God John Baptist Scalabrini is honored as its Founder.



We are happy likewise to mention another letter that the same great Leo, our predecessor, sent
the following year to the Archbishops and Bishops of America. Fortunately that |etter inspired
many new projects and developed an eager rivalry in giving aid to the emigrants. Numerous
priests, as well as many members of religious communities journeyed to every part of
Americain order to help their scattered brethren. At that same time, societies and institutions
were established to aid the masses of emigrants from Itay, Germany, Ireland, Austria,
Hungary, France, Switzer-land, Belgium, Holland, Spain and Portugal, and very prominent
national parishes were established.

In his wisdom and charity, Leo XIII did not neglect mere temporary migrations or those
migrations within Europe. More than one letter from the Secretary of State to the Italian
Bishops testifies clearly to this concern of the great Pontiff."

Again inspired by the earnest call of Leo XIIlI and impelled by the love of souls, Jeremias
Bonomelli, Bishop of of Cremona, founded an Agency for the Assistance of Italians who had
migrated to other parts of Europe. From this Agency arose many institutions and flourishing
centers of civic education and welfare. In 1900, devout priests and eminent laymen attracted
to the work founded successful "missions’ in Switzerland, Austria, Germany and France. So
that such a beneficial work might not cease, with the death of Bonomelli our predecessor
Benedict XV entrusted Ferdinand Rodolfi, Bishop of Vicenza, with the care of Italians who
had emigrated to various countries of Europe.”

It is well also mention here, those numerous institutions for the education of boys and girls,
the hospitals and other welfare agencies most beneficially established for the faithful of
various language groups and national origins. These institutions daily became more and more
prosperous. It is in this type of work that St Frances Xavier Cabrini stands out most
brilliantly. Advised and encouraged by that Servant of God, John Baptist Scalabrini, this
saintly woman was also supported by the authority of Leo XIII of happy memory. The Holy
Father persuaded her to look westward rather than towards the East. Having decided to go to
North America, she persevered in her missionary under-takings with such love that she herself
reaped the richest harvests. Moreover, because of her extraordinary devotion and outstanding
work for Italian emigrants, she was rightly called the "Mother of Italian Emigrants.”

It is to our predecessor St. Pius X that we must attribute the systematic organization of
Catholic labors in behalf of emigrants in Europe, in the East and in America. While he was
still a pastor in Salzano, he went to the assistance of those of his beloved people who were
emigrating, seeking to assure them a safe voyage and a secure living in the new country.
Later, as Pope he looked with a specia care after the uprooted and dispersed sheep of his
universal flock and made special provision in their behalf.

St. Pius X was aflame with love for the faithful who had emigrated to distant lands, such as
North and South America. The zeal of the Bishops and priests in welcoming them was a great
joy to him, as is clearly evident from a letter he sent the Archbishop of New York, on
February 26, 1904. In this letter he praised and approved the concern the Archbishop had
shown for Italian immigrants to guard them from many dangers and help them to perseverein
the practice of the Faith of their Fathers. He also praised the Archbishop's efforts in founding
aseminary for the proper training of priests from the Italian community.

St. Pius' interest is also attested by remarks he made in an address to pilgrims from the
Argentine Republicl8 and in a letter to the Bishops of Brazil.19 And similarly in lettersto the
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Superior General of the Missionaries of St. Charles 20 and to the Director of the Antonian
Society. Likewise to the President of the Catholic Society for Immigrants, which had been
recently founded in Canada.

As a matter of fact the Missionary Society of St. Anthony of Padua was established in 1905
with the approval of St. Pius X specifically to provide proper spiritual care for the emigrants
both during the voyage and in the ports of disembarkation and after their settlement in their
adopted countries.

Asto Italy itself, most important were the regulations issued by the Secretary of State of the
Bishops of that land.

Both the Bishops of the emigrants and those of the émigrés constantly kept the Consistorial
Congregation informed of their conditions. The same Consistorial Congregation carried out
promptly the Pontiff's order by properly reorganizing existing agencies for migrants and by
setting up new agencies where necessary, as well as recommending to Bishops the
establishment of committees and sponsorships on behalf of emigrants.

In his great solicitude, St. Pius X did not confine himself to one method of spiritual aid.
Because of the hardships and the circumstances of the places in which they found them-
selves, some people, after emigrating from Europe to distant lands, were contracting marriage
without the canonical formalities and even resorted to attempted marriage. Since such
formalities were designed to prevent certain highly undesirable evils, the Pontiff was anxious
that they be fully observed. When he learned of their neglect, he directed the Congregation of
Sacraments to issue instructions concerning proof of freedom to marry and, likewise, the
notification of the contracted marriage. These instructions were issued again,” by the same
Congregation afew years |later and afterwards even these were supplemented by prudent rules
for the benefit of migrants contracting marriage by proxy.

While the great St. Pius X was governing the Universal Church, special rules were
promulgated for the priests and laypeople of the Ruthenian Rite living in the United States,
even a Ruthenian Bishop was assigned to them and still another Ruthenian Bishop was
entrusted with the spiritual care of Catholics of the Rite who were resident in Canada.

Under the same pontificate, a society for the extension of the Catholic Church was founded in
Toronto, Canada. This worthy society was abundantly successful, for it protected from the
inroads of heretics the Ruthenian Catholics living in Northwest Canada. The rules governing
the relations between the Canadian Hierarchy and the Ruthenian Bishop, and between the
priests and laity of both rites, were clearly established.

In Rome, the Church of Our Savior and its adjoining rectory on the Via delle Copppelle were
given to the Rumanian Bishop from the ecclesiastical province of Fagaras and Alba Julia.

The most important, however, of al the measures in behalf of the emigrants was the
establishment, in the Consistorial Congregation, of the Special Office for the Spiritual Care of
Migrants. "Its purpose,” in the words of St. Pius X, was:

To seek out and provide everything to improve the condition of the migrants of
the Roman Rite in all that pertains to the welfare of souls. With regard to
migrants of Raster, Rites, however, the rights of the Congregation for the

6



Propagation of the Faith are to be preserved. This Congregation may, within its
competence, make appropriate provision for them. The Special Office, however,
has exclusive charge of migrants who are priests.

Neither could provision and guidance for migrant priests be neglected. Indeed the Holy See
had long before cared for them through the Congregation of the Council” and through the
Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith for clerics of Oriental Rites, as well as through
the Consistorial Congregation. Since, in fact, some of the priests who emigrated overseas
were victimized by material comforts and overlooked the welfare of souls, timely rules were
published by the same Consistorial Congregation. The rules applied also to priests
"discharging their mission among farmers and other workers: " By these rules potential abuses
would be rooted out and penalties fixed for violations.

In another decision of the Consistorial Congregation, those rules were made to conform with
the Code of Canon Law, published a short time before, and they are still beneficialy in force.
As time passed, other regulations were added by the Congregation for the Oriental Church
and by the. Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, each for priests under its own
jurisdiction.

The same Pontiff must also be credited with the beginning of the Roman College established
for the benefit of Italians who had emigrated to other lands. Y oung priests from the secular
clergy were to be given a special course of studies and be trained for the sacred ministry
among emigrants. In order that the number of students might correspond to the need, he urged
the Italian Bishops, and particularly those who had an ample supply of priests, "to send to the
college any of their priests who seemed qualified.”

Finally in the last days of his pontificate, when this saintly Pontiff was heartbroken at the
prospect of a catastrophic war and was about to receive his eternal reward, it was he who
personally, as a most loving father, drew up the by-laws of the College subsequently turning
them over to the Consistorial Congregation for publication.

Earnestly following the distinguished path of his predecessor, and accepting the care of
migrants as an inheritance bequeathed to him, the Pontiff Benedict XV had scarcely ascended
the Chair of St. Peter when he secured the residence for the above mentioned College at St.
Apollinaris. The Holy See, at this time, was providing a great deal of financial war relief for
the areas ravaged by war easing inflicted un the victims. Hence the Vatican could no longer
support the College single-handedly. It was then that the Consistorial Congregation did not
hesitate to ask the Bishops of Italy and Americafor funds to maintain it.

In order to assist Catholic endeavors in behalf of the spiritual care of Italian migrants, this
same Congregation requested the Bishops of Italy to establish an annual day for taking up a
collection for this work. Later, it directed that every pastor should each year offer one Mass
for the intention of the Holy Father, instead of pro populo, and should contribute the offering
from such Mass to the apostolate in behalf of emigrants.

Full well do all know, especially migrants and missionaries, that this money was exclusively
spent to support relief agencies which were established in foreign lands to provide timely and
secure aid to migrants, "whose Catholic Faith and Catholic practices were often threatened
with amost incredible dangers." In fact, these agencies are either under the direction of the
Consistorial Congregation or of missionaries of religious communities of men or women.



The same Pontiff proposed to the Bishops of Calabria that ecclesiastical sponsorships be
established for the benefit of Italian migrants.

Foreign workers were then pouring into Brazil from Europe; some in the hope of becoming
prosperous, others driven by want. Benedict XV, therefore, earnestly requested the
Archbishop of Sao Paulo and the other Bishops of Brazil to undertake their care, with the
cooperation of their good Brazilian priests,” so that the new workers would not, once they had
left their native countries, give up the Christian customs of their ancestors.

Benedict XV also recommended the same practices to the Bishop of Trenton, while praising
his great diligence in this work. For, when an Italian community developed in that diocese, a
church and an adjacent building were immediately erected for them. In fact, the Pontiff
expressed his ardent wish that Italian immigrants would be the object of the same solicitude
and assistance everywhere in the United States.

At this same time, Benedict XV aso interested himself in those Italians who were leaving
their homes and migrating temporarily into other parts of Italy, as the women who work iii the
rice fields do even today."

Later, he very wisely decided to appoint a prelate, who, empowered with the necessary
faculties and free from diocesan duties, could devote himself entirely to the spiritual welfare
of Italian migrants. It was, therefore, in 1920 that Benedict XV established the office of
prelate for the Italian migrants with the exclusive duty of choosing missionaries destined for
such work. The function of the office was also to assist and supervise them and to direct the
College for priests who were to be assigned to provide religious and moral guidance to Italian
emigrants abroad. So as to speed the development of this College, he set up the following year
new by-laws to govern it in a manner more adapted to the needs of the times and
circumstances.

Deeply moved by the tragic distress of numberless men taken prisoners in the prolonged
disastrous war, Benedict XV directed that the bishop of the dioceses in which prisoners were
held should without delay appoint one or, if necessary, severa priests, sufficiently familiar
with the language of the prisoners, to provide for their care. "The priests chosen for this work
should do everything possible for the welfare of the prisoners, whether it be for their souls, or
for their physical health. They should console them, help and assist them in their manifold
needs, which at times prove so pressing.”

As the war continued, he appointed a special Ordinary to care for the spiritual needs of
refugees who had entered Italy,” And he did not ignore the very grave dangers of corruption
to which German citizens, including many Catholics, were then exposed, compelled as they
were in the misfortunes of war, to seek other lands to obtain the essentias of life. The
Consistorial Congregation therefore urged the Bishops, not only of Germany but also Central
Europe, to consider the problem of migrants carefully; to discuss it in their meetings and
episcopal conferences and then to provide necessary means for the immediate and proper
alleviation of such great need.

At the same time, he pointed out the advantage of expanding the activities of the Society of
St. Raphael. It had, before the war, offered innumerable benefits to all travelers providing
every kind of aid suggested by prudence and charity.



Later in 1921, the Archbishop of Cologne was appointed patron of the St. Raphael Society,
founded in 1904, so that this Society might provide for the religious care of German -speaking
Catholics then living in Italy. And this same Society in the following years also undertook the
spiritual care of Germans throughout Western Europe. With the appointment of the Bishop of
Osnabruck as its second patron, it cared for Germans in Eastern Europe and even outside
Europe.

When civil war flared up in Mexico, a number of Mexican Bishops, priests, religious and
many laymen were unjustly expelled from their native country and sought refuge in the
United States. Benedict XV warmly commended them to the charity of American Catholics,
writing first to the Bishop of San Antonio and then to the Archbishop of Baltimore, through
whose generosity poor boys destined for the priesthood were received into the seminary. Such
interest was, as the Pontiff said, "agreat satisfaction to us."

We recall also what the same Pontiff very wisely did in behalf of the faithful of the Oriental
Rites. The spiritual assistance provided to the Catholics of the Greek-Ruthenian Rite, who had
emigrated to South America, was widely extended. A Seminary for the Italo-Greek boys was
founded at the Monastery of Grottaferrata near Rome.” The diocese of Lungro in Italy was
established for Catholics of the Greek Rite who had once lived in Epirus and Albania, but had
fled the Turkish Rule and reached Italy, settling in Calabria and Sicily.

Nor do we consider it out of place to mention the decree of the Congregation of Rites,
designating Our Lady of Loreto the heavenly patroness of those who travel by air. May they
who confide in her protection arrive safely at their destination."

We ourselves desired that the faithful should have an opportunity of going to Confession
while travelling by air. We, therefore, later decreed that the permission granted to priests by
Canon 883 of the Code of Canon Law, giving faculties for hearing confessions while
travelling by sea, should apply also and be extended to priests travelling by air.

Our beloved predecessor, Pius XI, allowed no obstacle to hinder this very important and
successful development in behalf of migrants. Innumerable migrants and refugees in America
and Europe experienced abundant proof of the universal fatherhood of Pius XI. Of the many
provisons which he made, we wish merely to recall some of the more important ones
beginning with those on behalf of Oriental peoples.

In the first year of his pontificate, Armeniawas devastated and many loyal faithful were either
dlain or otherwise sent wandering far from their native country. He generously supported his
unfortunate sons thus deprived of all their possessions. In particular he welcomed with
fatherly hospitality sick and orphaned children into a section of his palace of Castel Gandolfo
and carefully maintained them at his own expense.

In 1925, matters pertaining to Russians exiled from their country were entrusted to the
Russian Commission,” and then, a special office was set up in the Congregation for the
Oriential Church to care for the Catholics of the Slavic Rite" al over the world.

Consequently, an episcopal See was established in Harbin, China, and a priest of the
Byzantine-Slavic Rite was placed in charge of it, and as the Russian Bishop of Harbin, he was
spiritual ruler of all the clergy and lay people living in China.



Preceding Pontiffs had provided specia churchesin Rome for Armenians, Syrians, Maronites,
Greeks, Ruthenians and Rumanians. Following their example, Pius XI assigned the Church of
St. Anthony, the Hermit, on the Esquilme to Catholics of the Slavic Rite who were resident in
or passing through Rome, so that they might worship according to the customs of their
fathers.

A Russian Seminary, erected by his command, was there-fore set up in a brand new building
within the premises." Refugees from Eastern Europe of any religion or nationality were aided
more than once by Pius X1 by his encouragement, example and spontaneous offers of
financial aid as well as by arousing in their behalf the generosity of the Bishops and peoples
of Poland.

He sought to promote the spiritual welfare of the Byzantine Rite community which
persecutions had earlier driven to Italy, where subsequently he separated the Byzantine
parishes from the dioceses of Palermo and Monreale, forming the new Greek diocese or
Eparchy of Piana. Likewise, he set up timely rules for the spiritual administration of the
Greek-Ruthenian dioceses in the United States and Canada.

As a token of his special good-will toward the Poles, he raised to the rank and dignity of
Minor Basilicathe Church of St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr, in Milwaukee, a Church which
cares for Polish-speaking Catholics. Then, in 1931, he appointed the Archbishop of Gniezno
to be protector of al Polish emigrants.

Following the example of the Pious Society of the Missionaries of St. Charles for Italian
migriants, a new religious institute was founded in the city of Godesberg in 1924 for the
assistance of German Catholics emigrating to foreign lands. Pius XI rightly praised this
worthy and promising undertaking and when the ingtitute attained its desired development, he
gave it the noble name: Society of the Holy Angels.

When bishops, priests, members of religious communities and lay people had to flee Spain
because of the most detestable antireligious persecution raging there, he received them
humanely and consoled them most affectionately.

In order that Mexicans who emigrated to foreign countries might not become the prey of the
enemies of Christ nor lose the Christian ways of their fathers, he urged the Mexican Bishops
to confer with their brother bishops in the United States, and he appealed for the cooperation
of Catholic Action groups.

This is the place to duly note the love that this same Pontiff demonstrated for Negroes
scattered throughout the world. It is clearly evident from a letter to the Superior General of
the Society of the Divine Word, April 5, 1923, in which he sent his best wishes for the
seminary shortly to be augurated for Nego students. He described as most beneficial their plan
to receive into the Society of the Divine Word those Negroes who seemed called to the
religious life.

Then, when these students had attained the priesthood, they might exercise the sacred
ministry more effectively among their own peoples.

With regard to the Italians, the chaplains aboard ships, who until then belonged to the
Missionary Society of St. Anthony of Padua, were in January 26, 1923 placed by Pius XI
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under the direct guidance of the head of the College of priests which had been established for
Italian people migrating abroad and, subsequenly, he had the Consistorial Congregation
provide practical rulesfor the training of these priests.

Similarly, all priests already engaged in the work of assisting Italian migrants were placed
under a single director, chosen and appointed by the Consistorial Congregation. He
commanded that the Italian immigrants should be provided with proper identification cards
from the ecclesiastical authority before departure so that they could be more readily
recognized in their new home lands.

He gave the direction of the Pious Society of the Missionaries of St. Charles to the
Consistorial Congregation, a provision which brought many advantages to the Society. For
through the efforts of our most beloved Raphael Cardina Rossi, who was Secretary of the
Consistorial Congregation and quite properly considered to be the second founder by the
Missionaries of St. Charles, the Constitutions of the Society were brought into harmony with
the Code of Canon Law and then approved. This society was restored to its original religious
vows. Many new houses were established especially for training priests; likewise, several
autonomous religious provinces and missions were erected. Consequently, the membership
grew and its field of activity developed so rapidly in America, in Europe and more recently in
Australia, that there appeared well founded hope for a more certain and permanent assistance
to Italian migrants.

Finally, on April 17, 1922, that noble Pontiff bestowed his own benevolence on and enhanced
the work of the Apostleship of the Sea with official Papal approval. Such work was first
established in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1920 for the spiritual welfare of sailors. After numerous
congresses and through the approval of Bishops, the Apostolate had so developed and so
widely spread that we ourselves were happy, on May 30,1942, to place it under the beneficial
direction of the Consistorial Congregation.

To usher this subject into our own pontificate, we need only, describe what the Church has
accomplished during these last few years. As it is well known, soon after we were raised to
the See of Rome there daily appeared more bold and violent symptoms of unrestrained desire
for extending national boundaries, for an idolized supremacy of rage and the unbridled
tendency to occupy foreign lands, and for reliance on might rather than on right with the
consequent cruel and shameless deportation of entire nations and the forced migration of
peoples. These new crimes were, indeed, far worse than the ancient ones.

Soon there developed a whirlwind of most sorrowful events leading to barbarous war. Our
own efforts on behalf of charity and peace began immediately.

We tried everything possible, striving, urging, entreating, pleading, and appealing directly to
the heads of governments to prevent the disastrous war. Even when this tragic war broke out
and spread honor throughout the world, we still sought by word and deed to mitigate and
restrain it; as much as we could. In these sorrowful circumstances, the Church, as a universal
mother, failed neither in her duty nor in what was expected of her. She, the "Head of the
universal society of love," became, as was her custom, a comfort for the afflicted, a refuge for
the persecuted, a homeland for the exiled.

No matter how enormous the difficulties that faced us and how impossible the times, we left
nothing untried to bring some aid to our suffering sons, without discrimination as to their
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status or nationality. We also exerted great efforts for the displaced Jews who were victims of
the cruelest persecutions.

We approved, initiated, and furthered many works of charity for the relief of countless untold
wartime disasters and hardships from which practically no one escaped. But in all these works
of charity, we were especially solicitous for prisoners of war, refugees, exiles and our other
sons who, for whatever reason, had to wander far from their homelands. And along with
these, our chief concerns were children and orphans. Y et this being well known to all, since
the record is amply documented, there is no need to recount it further. We can however touch
on afew specific items.

During the First World War, we assisted our predecessor, Benedict XV, in his extensive
charity. Again the Second World War had scarcely broken out when, following his example,
we established a specia office under our Secretary of State to bring assistance to the poor and
needy everywhere. Still another office, for inquiring about and exchanging information on
prisoners was maintained through the war.

We also appointed a number of other commissions, among them the commission for the
victims of war, for civilian refugees and for those detained in custody. This one was later
replaced by the Pontifical Commission for Relief for al those who were in need. Equally
worthy of mention are the missions arranged by our Secretariate of State and sent more than
once into Germany and Austria, chiefly to provide for the welfare of refugees and displaced
persons.

Then when peace was finally restored, at least in part, the necessity of providing for millions
of refugees became daily more urgent. Many of them were prevented from returning to their
homes; while at the same time, a large number of other people in many over-populated
countries were oppressed by want and had to seek refuge in other lands. Hence, we decided to
establish an Office of Migration in the very Secretariae of State itself. It was comprised of
two sections. one for voluntary migration, the other for enforced deportation. We also
delegated an ecclesiastic to the Migration Office established in Geneva so that he might attend
international meetings and congresses held in that city.

Very recently, we approved the International Catholic Migration Commission, whose function
is to unite and organize existing Catholic associations and committees, and to promote,
reinforce and coordinate their projects and activities in behalf of migrants and refugees.

Nor should we forget to mention how our nuncios and delegates and other ecclesiastics
specifically sent to organize committees or commissions for needy refugees and for migrants,
successfully founded them in every country, indeed in almost every diocese. This of course,
was brought about with the aid of the local bishop and of priests, and of the members of
Catholic Action and other apostolic associations as well as other worthy laymen.

The diligence and skill of these committees and commissions worthy of our praise achieved
many benefits which we ourselves witnessed and which we hope will safeguard migrants and
refugees.

The war that broke out in Palestine in 1948 brought new reasons for sadness and mourning.
Innumerable refugees underwent horrible suffering, being forced to abandon their possessions
and to wander throughout Libya, Syria, Jordan, Egypt and the district of Gaza. United in a
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common disaster, both the rich and the poor, the Christians and the non-Christians, offered a
sad and morurnful spectacle.

Immediately, following the custom of the Catholic Church to provide assistance for the
wretched and the abandoned, we sent as much aid as possible. As was customary in Apostolic
times, we specifically established the Pontifical Mission for Palestine, which still relieves the
want of Arab refugees through money collected from Catholics everywhere, but particularly
through the aid of the special agency established by American bishops, called the Catholic
Near East Welfare Association.

We have tried earnestly to produce in the minds of all people a sympathetic approach towards
exiles and refugees who are our needier brothers. In fact, we have often spoken of their
wretched lives, upheld their rights, and more than once appealed in their behalf to the
generosity of all men and especially of Catholics. This we have done in radio addresses, in
talks and discourses given as occasion arose, and in letters to archbishops and bishops.

We wrote, for example, to our Venerable Brothers, Archbishops, Bishops and Ordinaries of
places in Germany:

In the present circumstances, what seems most likely to stimulate and heighten
your own charity and that of the German clergy is the necessity of assisting
refugees by every resource and means of your ministry. We refer both to refugees
from your land who live abroad in scattered regions and to alien refugees in
Germany who, often deprived of their friends, their goods and their homes, are
forced to lead a squalid and forlorn existence, usually in barracks outside the
towns. May all good Germans and especially the priests and members of Catholic
Action, turn their eyes and hearts toward these suffering neighbors and provide
them with everything required by religion and charity.

Similarly, in our Encyclical Redemptoris Nostri on the Holy Places in Palestine, we lamented
sadly:

Very many fugitives of all ages and every state of life, driven abroad by the
disastrous war, cry pitifully to us. They live in exile, under guard, and exposed to
disease and all manner of dangers.

We are not unaware of the great contributions of public bodies and private
citizens to the relief of this stricken multitude; and we, in a continuation of those
efforts of charity with which we began our Pontificate, have truly done all in our
power to relieve the greatest needs of these millions.

But the condition of these exiles is indeed so critical, so unstable that it cannot lot
much longer. Therefore, since it is our duty to urge all generous and well-minded
souls to relieve as much as possible the wretchedness and want of these exiles, we
most earnestly implore those in authority to do justice to all who have been
driven far away from homes by the tempest of war and who long above all to live
in quiet once more.

We have indeed made our gratitude known to our very dear brothers in the episcopate, as well
as to priests and to citizens of every rank, to the public authorities as well to benevolent
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agencies that have aided refugees and emigrants in many different ways through their
activities and advice.

Of these, we here recall with pleasure our letter of December 24, 1948, to the Chairman of the
National Catholic Welfare Conference established by the bishops of the United States to
promote the Catholic welfare; similarly, our personal letter of April 1951, which we sent to
the Bishops of Australia, congratulating them on the 50th Anniversary of the Commonwealth.

Moreover, we have repeatedly addressed the Rulers of States, the heads of agencies, and all
upright and cooperative men, urging upon them the need to consider and resolve the very
serious problems of refugees and migrants, and, at the same time, to think of the heavy
burdens which all peoples bear because of the war and the specific means that should be
applied to alleviate the grave evils. We asked them also to consider how beneficial for
humanity it would be if cooperative and joint efforts would relieve, promptly and effectively,
the urgent needs of the sufferings, by harmonizing the requirements of justice with needs of
charity. Relief alone can remedy, to a certain extent, many unjust social conditions. But we
know that thisis not sufficient. In the first place, there must be justice, which should prevail
and be put into practice.

Likewise, from the first days of our Apostolic Office, we have directed our earnest attention
to al our migrant sons, and we have been most anxious about their welfare, both temporal and
eternal.

For thisreason, on June 1, 1951 in aradio address on the fiftieth anniversary of the Encyclical
Rerum Novarum, we did speak of the right of people to migrate, which right is founded in the
very nature of land.

Let usrecall here a section of that address:

Our planet, with all its extent of oceans and was and lakes, with mountains and
plains covered with eternal snows and ice, with great deserts and traceless lands,
iIs not, at the same time, without habitable regions and living spaces now
abandoned to wild natural vegetation and well suited to be cultivated by man to
satisfy his needs and civil activities: and more than once, it is inevitable that some
families migrating from one spot to another should go elsewhere in search of a
new home-land.

Then,—according to the teaching of “Rerum Novarum,” —the right of the family
to a living space is recognized. When this happens, migration attains its natural
scope as experience often shows. We mean, the more favorable distribution of
men on the earth’'s surface suitable to colonies of agricultural workers; that
surface which God created and prepared for the use of all.

If the two parties, those who agree to leave their native land and those who agree
to admit the newcomers, remain anxious to eliminate as far as possible all
obstacles to the birth and growth of real confidence between the country of
emigration and that of immigration, all those affected by such transference of
people and places will profit by the transaction.
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The families will receive a plot of ground which will be native for them in the true
sense of the ward; the thickly inhabited countries will he relieved and their
people will acquire new friends in foreign countries; and the States which receive
the emigrants will acquire industrious citizens. In this receive the migrants will
acquire industrious citizens. In this way, the nations which give and those which
receive will both contribute to the increased welfare of man and the progress of
human culture.

We again recalled these general principles of natural law the following year on Christmas Eve
before the Sacred College of Cardinals.

We wrote specifically on this subject in a letter of December 24, 1948 to the American
Bishops:

You know indeed how preoccupied we have been and with what anxiety we have
followed those who have been forced by revolutions in their own countries, or by
unemployment or hunger to leave their homes and live in foreign lands.

The natural law itself, no less than devotion to humanity, urges that ways of
migration be opened to these people. For the Creator of the universe made all
good things primarily for the good of all. Since land everywhere offers the
possibility of supporting a large number of people, the sovereignty of the State,
although it must be respected, cannot be exaggerated to the point that access to
this land is, for inadequate or unjustified reasons, denied to needy and decent
people from other nations, provided of course, that the public wealth, considered
very carefully, does not forbid this.

Informed of our intentions, you recently strove for legislation to allow many
refugees to enter your land. Through your persistence, a provident law was
enacted, a law that we hope will be followed by others of broader scope. In
addition, you have, with the aid of chosen men, cared for the emigrants as they
left their homes and as they arrived in your land, thus admirably putting into
practice the precept of priestly charity: ""The priest is to injure no one; he will
desire rather to aid all."" (St. Ambrose, *'De Officiis ministrorum," lib. 3, c. IX).

But no one who has heard our words, whether in our Christmas Address of 1945,116 or in our
allocution of February 20, 1946 to the newly created cardinals, and in our address on the 25th
of February to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, certainly, no one can be
unaware of the grave concern gripping the heart of the worried father of al the faithful.

In these addresses and in our radio talks, we have condemned severely the ideas of the
totalitarian and the imperiaistic state, as well as that of exaggerated nationalism. On one
hand, in fact they arbitrarily restrict the natura rights of people to migrate or to colonize
while on the other hand, they compel entire populations to migrate into other lands, deporting
inhabitants against their wills, disgracefully tearing individuals from their families, their
homes and their countries.

In that address to the Diplomatic Corps, in the presence of a solemn gathering, we again
affirmed our desire, often previously expressed, for a just and lasting peace. We pointed out
another way of attaining this peace, a way that promotes friendly relations between nations;
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that is, to allow exiles and refugess to return finally to their homes and to allow those in need,
whose own lands lack the necessities of life, to emigrate to other countries.

In our alocution to the cardinals on the feast of our patron, St. Eugene, on July 1, 1946, we
again called upon the nations with more extensive territory and less numerous populations to
open their borders to people from over-crowded countries. Of the latter, as is well known,
Japan today happens to be the most overpopul ated one.

We expressed the same view in our Christmas Address of 1948. It is better, we said, to
facilitate the migration of families into those countries able to provide them with the
essentials of life, than to send foodstuffs at great expense to refugee camps.

Therefore, when Senators from the United States, who were members of a Committee on
Immigration, visited Rome a few years ago, we again urged them to try to administer as
liberally as possible the overly restrictive provisions of their immigration laws.

Nor did we neglect to state and urge this same principle in an audience to which we were
pleased to admit also eminent American Congressmen in charge of European refugee affairs |
and who were likewise members of a Committee on Public Expenditures. We reaffirmed that
stand very recently, on June 4th of this year, in our paternal address to our dear people of
Brazil.

In an address of July 2, 1951, to the members of an International Catholic Congress for the
Improvement of Rural Living Conditions, held in Rome, we said that there would be very
great benefits from international regulations in favor of emigration and immigration.

Later, we described the gravity of this matter to many distinguished members of an
International Catholic Migration Congress, held in Naples, whom we gladly received in
audience.

We therefore offer endless thanks to God, the Bountiful Giver of every good gift, Who has
most generously assisted His Holy Church. In fact it has been because of His aid and with the
effective co-operation and initiative of all commissions and agencies, that it has been possible
to carry out among other endeavors, the following relief and welfare projects:

Settlements for boys and girls, some open during the summer months and some permanently,
which settlements also accepted children of immigrants from many different nations,
welcoming them with great care; institutes to care for orphans and children crippled in the
war; kitchens and tables with food for the needy; shelters for receiving newly-released
prisoners and refugees on their return to their homeland, and for assisting migrants and their
families; Christmas presents given on our instructions to children and prisoners.

Provision was made for youths from every nation so that, although they were far from their
native lands, they could resume in foreign schools the studies they had earlier been forced to
drop. Likewise, there were undertaken many trips through various European nations to bring
aid, food, clothing, medicine for the poor and victims of the war; recreation centers for
soldiers far from home.

While the disastrous war waged, there converged on Rome almost hourly a vast mass of
people, children, women, the sick and the aged, to seek from the common father of al, a place
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of safety and refuge. They came from the towns and villages laid waste by the invading
enemies, particularly from devastated areas of Italy. This caused usto enlarge, yet further, the
scope of our charity, for the cries of so many exiles and refugees touched our heart, and,
moved by that same pity, we felt the need to repeat those words of Our Lord: "I have
compassion on the multitude.”

For this reason, we threw open the doors of al our buildings at the Vatican as well as at the
Lateran, and especialy those at Castel Gandolfo; and at the Roman Basilicas, as well as these
religious communities, seminaries and ecclesiastical colleges of Rome. So while ailmost the
whole world was aflame with bitter hatred and the blood of brothers flowed freely, the Sacred
City of Rome and the buildings mentioned became centers and homes of charity.

It was also our privilege to bring comfort to millions of soldiers and prisoners by means of
religious and charitable undertakings and to encourage, as well, their chaplains with
extraordinary spiritual aids; it was, likewise, our privilege to bring those who had been exiled
back to their own lands and to obtain freedom for civilians condemned unjustly to prison or
exile; again to release from prison and rescue from almost certain death those people deported
to remote regions, and to return them to their anxious families.

It was our privilege to assure the means of travel to refugees and migrants about to migrate to
hospitable foreign lands; to receive cordially those banished clerics and priests who endured
so much for the Apostolic Faith and Catholic Unity, and to assign them a new field of
apostolic labor among migrants and refugees from their own nations; to relieve, in every way,
great numbers of migrants, and especially laborers dwelling outside their homelands because
of their work; to nourish and protect the delicate lives of children and to attend to the healing
of the sick; to provide for the burial of those fallen in battle, to guard their revered remains
and to return them to their homelands.

We wish also to express our thanks to all those who, even though they were besieged by many
private and public troubles, responded generously to our appeals.

Even now, it is with an aching heart that we recall the great masses of refugees who poured
into Rome while the war raged. And we recall our unfortunate sons, exiles or internees who,
as pilgrims to Rome, later set out from many regions of Europe to win expiatory indulgences
of the Jubilee. We were very happy to receive them and addressed them as a father. We
dispelled their tears and comforted their embittered spirits with Christian hope.

With grieving heart we recall, again and again, our very dear sons, the bishops, priests, and
nuns dragged unjustly from their homes and all those others who, condemned to prison or
forced labor, have been kept in absolutely inhuman living conditions.

All these hapless wanderers have been an unceasing source of anguish to us.

In order that these uprooted peoples might be renewed through heavenly gifts and comforts,
we have prayed ardently and continuously in their behalf to the Eternal Father and to Our
Most Loving Redeemer, Source of every consolation. We still beseech God constantly that
"the refugees, the prisoners and the deported who have been carried far from their native lands
may return to their own beloved countries as soon as possible.”
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We believe we fulfilled an urgent duty of our office when we appointed certain prelates,
distinguished by their zeal, to advance the spiritua welfare of people of their nationality
living in settlements far from their native land. By reason of their authority, they were to
direct and support everything that was to be undertaken in behalf of the settlers by priests of
their native language. We were happy to see how these prelates, whom we invested with a
specia mandate as Visitors and provided with appropriate powers, have faith-fully fulfilled
our hopes.

Meanwhile, it was with profound satisfaction that we learned of the work of the Dutch
Catholic Agency for the Care of Migrants. This institution, established by the Bishops of
Holland, has worked very successfully on behalf of Catholics preparing to emigrate or those
who had aready emigrated from that country. We were equally happy to find that a growing
number of priests went abroad, especially to Belgium, France, Germany, Switzerland,
Holland, Great Britain and also distant regions of America; not only to assist emigrants of
their nationality, but also to toil in behalf of the poor in places where there is a scarcity of
priests asin certain Latin American dioceses.

We must honor by special mention the Bishops of Itay who, at the prompting of the
Consistorial Congregation,™ permitted a number of priests to leave their country. Also worthy
of honor are the Spanish Bishops, for the Hispano-American Institute for priestly co-operation
isdueto their efforts.

Lest anyone think that the religious communities made only a small contribution to this work,
it is enough simply to recall that Order priests voluntarily became companions of the secular
priests and of the bishops in their sufferings and labors. They have gone, more than in the
past, into remote regions and, working with their usual ardor, have earned high praise.

Along with the older Orders and the regular clerics, and the newer congregations and
communities, a new Society, approved by the Holy See, has also distinguished itself in this
branch of the apostolate. This is the Society of Christ, founded in the archdiocese of Gniezno
in 1932, for the spiritual care of Poles living abroad.

In our constant solicitude for Eastern refugees, we have among other things erected the
Maronite Patriarchal Vicariate in the Diocese of Cairo for Maronite Catholics, who often
migrate from Lebanon into Egypt or else live there permanently.

In Canada, we divided the Ruthenian province into three provinces or exarchates; the central,
eastern and western. Later, a part of the central province was divided off and established as
the new province of Saskatchewan. Very recently, we likewise erected a diocese in Brazil for
Catholics of Oriental Rite living in that country.

We also established the Lithuanian College of St. Casimir in Bonne for refugee bishops and
priests from Lithuania.

We were very happy to appoint St. Francis of Paula heavenly patron of associations dedicated
to the service of seamen, of navigation companies and of all sailors of Italy. We were likewise
glad to canonize St. Frances Xavier Cabrini and proclaim her as the heavenly patroness of all
migrants.
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These timely projects have seemed altogether worth noting here. Initiated by this Apostolic
See, they were undertaken by the bishops with the eager co-operation of priests, members of
religious communities and laymen. The names of these collaborators, although, for the most
part, not recorded in history books, are nevertheless written in heaven. Again, these works
have appeared worth recounting here, if only briefly, so that the universal and benevolent
activity of the Church on behalf of migrants and exiles of every kind—to whom she has
extended every possible aid: religious, moral and socia,—might thus become better
appreciated.

Besides, it seemed that these things badly needed to be publicized, especially in our times,
when the provident enterprises of Mother Church are so unjustly assailed by her enimies and
scorned and overlooked, even in the very field of charity where she was first to break ground
and often the only to continue its cultivation.

Frequent letters, which we have recently received, report, as can be read every day in
newspapers and magazines, that the number of immigrants in Europe and America, and lately
in Australia and the Philippine Islands, has continued to increase.

True, many organizations—including a number of official agencies, both national and
international—have vied and still vie with one another in assisting migrants, relieving moral
as well as material want. Nevertheless, because of our supreme and universal ministry, we
must continue to look with the greatest love after our sons who are caught in the trials and
misfortunes of exile, and to strive with all our resources to help them. While we do not
neglect whatever material assistance is permitted, we seek primarily to aid them with spiritual
consolation.

Moved by their desire for the good of souls, many of our venerable brothers, the bishops and
archbishops, including a number of cardinals have urged us to publish new regulations to
better organize, for diocesan administration, the spiritual care of immigrants. Their requests
were directed to us through our venerable brother, Cardinal A. C. Piazza, Bishop of Sabina
and Poggio Mirteto, and Secretary of the Consistorial Congregation.

These requests were in full accord with our own intentions. In fact, we were eagerly awaiting
an opportunity to draw up suitable regulations for the bishops, to provide them with proper
authority to offer aliens, whether immigrants or travellers, the religious assistance appropiate
to their needs, and not inferior to that available to other Catholics in the dioceses. These
regulations were not to conflict with the provisions of the Code of Canon Law, but rather to
conform faithfully both to its spirit and practice.

We thought it would be very useful for the salvation of souls and for the improvement of the
Church's discipline to present a brief historical summary of at least the most important
activities of our Holy Mother the Catholic Church on behalf of migrants. We have aso
outlined, starting with the end of the 19" century and coming down to our own days, some of
the regulations, still in force, governing pastoral work among migrants.

But most of all, we thought it important to arrange in a systematic collection the relevant laws
as adapted to present times and circumstances, while the old rules are either annulled in part
or modified or expanded. We hope, in this way, to make better provision for the spiritual care
of all emigrants and aliens. We wish this care to be entrusted permanently to the Consistorial
Congregations because of its authority over Catholics of the Latin rite.
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Having accomplished the first part of this plan, we now proceed to the second part.
TiTLE 1
Norms for The Spiritual Care of Migrants
CHAPTER I

THE COMPETENCY OF THE CONSISTORIAL CONGREGATION
REGARDING MIGRANTS

We now review, approve and confirm the enactments of our predecessors of happy memory,
and especially those of St. Pius X; at the same time however, we modify them somewhat, as
seems necessary. We hereby wish and decree that the following rules be observed in the
future.

1. a) The Consistorial Congregation alone has the authority to seek and to provide everything
pertaining to the spiritual welfare of migrants of the Latin rite, wheresoever they may have
migrated. However, if their migration is to countries under the jurisdiction of the
Congregation for the Oriental Church, or the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith,
then these Congregations must be consulted depending upon the region.

b) It is likewise within the competence of the Consistorial Congreation to seek and to
provide, in like manner, for emigrants of the Oriental rite, whenever emigrants of one or
another Oriental rite leave for areas which are not under the jurisdiction of the Congregation
for the Oriental Church, and where no priests of such rite are available, but in al cases
previous consultation must be taken up with the Congregation for the Oriental Church.

2. @) Whenever priests of the Latin rite migrate it is always the Consistorial Congregation
alone which hasjuris. diction over them.

b) If the priests of the Latin rite subject to the Congregation for the Oriental Church or the
Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith desire to migrate into an area not under
jurisdiction of the same Congregation, they also will be subject to the regulations concerning
such migration, made or to be made by the Consistorial Congregation, with-out prejudice of
the rights of the Congregation for the Oriental Church or for the Propagation of the Faith.

c) These same regulations are binding on priests of the Oriental rite migrating into areas not
under the jurisdiction of the Congregation for the Oriental Church, likewise without prejudice
to the laws and rights of this same Congregation for the Oriental Church.

3. @) 1. The Consistorial Congregation alone can authorize priests to migrate from Europe or
Mediterranean regions to other lands overseas. This applies regardless of any length of time
they wish to be gone, whether it be brief or long, indefinite or permanent. Such authorization
may be merely for departure or for a brief residence in the new country, or for a more
prolonged residence there.

2. Nuncios, Internuncios and Apostolic Delegates may grant this permission to priests of
that nation where they regularly fulfill their assignments, provided that this faculty has been
granted and reserved to them.
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b) 1. The priests referred to in @) 1. must obtain permission and comply with all other
regulations before being incardinated into the new diocese overseas.

2. This permission is also necessary for religious priests unless it is a matter of their
going, on orders of their superiors, to another house of their order. Similarly, religious
excloistered need it, during the time of their exclaustration; also, religious who have been
"secularized," whether they have been accepted outright by a friendly bishop or simply on a
trial basis.

c) This permission, without prejudice to the other requirements of the decree Magni Semper
Negotii, is not to be granted unlessit is certain that there are:

1. Thetestimonias of good conduct of the petitioner;
2. aproper and reasonable motive for migration;

3. consent both of the bishop of the place he is leaving, or of his superior in the
case of areligious, and of the bishop to whose diocese heis going;

4. an indult from the Congregation of the Council, if it is a case of a pastor to be
absent more than two months from his parish.

d) Priests, whether secular or religious, who have obtained permission to migrate to an
overseas country, must obtain new permission if they wish to go to still another country, even
in that same continent.

e) Priests who, disregarding these rules, heedlessly and boldly migrate, shal incur the
penalties of the decree Magni Semper Negotii.

4. An apostolic indult to establish specia nationality parishes for the benefit of immigrants
can, according to Canon 216, 4 of the Code of Canon Law, be granted only by the
Consistorial Congregation.

5. @) It islikewise the Consistorial Congregation which has the right:

1. After first reviewing the applicant's previous life, morals and fitness, and making
sure of the Ordinary's consent, then to grant permission to priests, whether they be secular or
religious who now desire to dedicate themselves to the religious care of migrants of their own
nationality or language, or to the care of people who may be travelling by sea or who, for
many reasons, may be aboard ships or who are attached to ships, in whatever capacity.
Likewise, the said Congregation has the right to appoint, by special rescript, priests as
missionaries to migrants or as chaplains aboard ships; similarly, to assign their destinations, to
transfer them, to accept their resignations, and in a proper case, to dismiss them.

2. To choose and appoint in any nation Moderators or Directors of Missionaries for
migrants of the same nationality or language.

3. To direct and supervise al these priests, whether through the local Ordinaries or
the Delegate for Migration Affairs, or other ecclesiastics delegated for this task.
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b) 1. If the rescript mentioned in a) 1. is granted, notice must be sent to both the Ordinaries,
the Ordinary from whom and the Ordinary to whom the priest is going.

2. The Consistorial Congregation must not delay in notifying bishops of the
appointments of moderators or directors for their nations or territories.

6. @) We approve with our authority the special committees or episcopal commissions set up
in many European and American countries for the spiritual aid of migrants, and wish that
these timely committees be set up aso in other areas. We have, therefore, decided that the
priests appointed by Bishops to serve as Secretaries of these committees may be named
Directors of Migration Affairs, each for his own country, by the Consistorial Congregation.

b) Where this type of committee has not yet been established, the Consistorial
Congregation may choose a director from among the priests presented by the Bishops of the
country.

7. @) In order to facilitate the work of assisting emigrants, we hereby establish and institute, in
the offices of our Consistorial Congregation, a Supreme Council on Migration.

b) The president of this Council will be the Assessor of the same Congregation. Its secretary
will be the Delegate for Migration Affairs.

c) The following may be members of this Council;
1. Those priests who in their own country or region either serve as secretaries of the
episcopal commissions for the spiritual care of immigrants or are otherwise engaged, at the

direction of their bishops, in thistype of spiritual care.

2. Those priests, whether secular or regular, resident in Rome who seem outstanding
because of their knowledge of this field and their zeal for souls.

8. @) We also establish within the Consistorial Congregation another agency, the General
International Secretariate, to direct the work of the Apostolate of the Sea. The chief work of
this Apostolate is to promote the spiritual and moral welfare of maritime people, that is, of
both those who board ships as officers and those who go as crew members, together with
those who are employed in ports to prepare railings.

b) The Assessor of the Consistorial Congregation shall direct this Secretariate as its
president. The Delegate for Migration Affairs shall be its secretary.

c) The following may be chosen as members of the Seeretariate:

1. Those ecclesiastics who in each country have been appointed as Directors of such
work by the bishops.

2. Other priests who, having worked notably in the development of this work, are
recommended by proper testimonials.

CHAPTER II
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THE DELEGATE FOR MIGRATION AFFAIRS
9. We establish in the Consistorial Congregation the Office of Delegate for Migration Affairs.

10. a) The function of this Delegate is to foster and promote by every apt means the welfare,
especialy spiritual, of Catholic migrants of whatever language, race, nationality or, with
necessary exceptions, rite. In doing this, the Delegate is to confer, when necessary, with our
Secretary of State or with government officials or agencies.

b) To this end, the Delegate is, in the name and by authority of the Consistoria
Congregation, to assist and support by his activities and counsel all Catholic organizations,
institutions and agencies, whether national or inter-national, including—without prejudice to
the rights of bishops—diocesan and parochial groups that aim at the same goal.

11. a) The Delegate has charge of missionaries to migrants and chaplains on ships, whether
secular or regular, and their directors.

b) He shall, by order of the Consistorial Congregation, direct and supervise these men, and
not neglect to report on them.

12. 1t will adso be the duty of the Delegate to recruit and present to the Consistorial
Congregation priests who wish to devote themselves to the spiritual care of those who are
migrating or have migrated and of those who ply the seas or are for whatever reason on board
ships or service them.

13. @) Priests approved for the work and appointed missionaries to migrants or ship chaplains
by rescript of the Consistorial Congregation will be assigned to a mission or to a specia ship
by the Delegate.

b) The Delegate shall be careful to provide these men with aid they need, whether he does
so personally and immediately, or indirectly through other ecclesiastics, preferably through
their Directors.

14. The Delegate shall notify the local Ordinaries and the Directors of the imminent arrival of
immigrants.

15. The Delegate shall strive to promote and guide everything that might contribute to the
success of an annual Migrant Day.

16. At the end of each year, the Delegate shall prepare and send to the Consistorid
Congregation a report on the material and spiritual state of the missions and on the
observance of ecclesiastical discipline by the missionaries to migrants and by ship chaplains.

17. a) We, therefore, abolish and hereby declare suppressed the Office of Prelate for Italian
Emigrants.

b) We likewise declare completely at an end the functions of the Visitors or Delegates of

whatever language or nationality, previously established for the religious welfare of
immigrants and refugees living in Europe and America.
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CHAPTER 11
DIRECTORS, MISSIONARIES TO MIGRANTS, AND SHIP CHAPLAINS

18. a) The missionaries to emigrants and chaplains aboard ships and their directors will carry
on theft work under the direction of the Consistorial Congregation and its Delegate for
Migration Affairs.

b) Neither the office of missionary to migrants nor of ship chaplains, nor that of director
effect excardination from a diocese. Nor do they offer exemption either from one's own
Ordinary or religious Superior, or from the Ordinary of the place in which the work of the
missionary or chaplain is done.

19. Directors of missionaries to migrants and ship chaplains have, by virtue of their office, no
jurisdiction, either territorial or personal, except that described below.

20. Therights and duties of a Director are chiefly:

a) To make arrangements with the bishops of the nation or territory in which the
missionaries maintain a settled residence, with respect to all those factors that concern the
spiritual welfare of immigrants of their nationality or language.

b) To direct, without prejudice to the rights of the Ordinaries, the missionaries or chaplains.
21. a) The Director should therefore investigate:

1. Whether the missionaries or chaplains lead a life in conformity with the standards of
the sacred canons and are careful to fulfill their duties.

2. Whether these men properly carry out the decrees of the Consistorial Congregation
and of their local Ordinary.

3. Whether they preserve carefully the decorum and dignity of churches or chapels or
oratories and of sacred furnishings, especialy in regards to the custody of the Most Blessed
Sacrament and the celebration of Mass.

4. Whether the sacred rites are celebrated according to requirements of liturgical laws
and decrees of the Congregation of Rites. Similarly, whether the church revenues are carefully
administered, and the obligations connected with them, particularly those of Mass, are
properly met. Also whether the parochial records, mentioned below in No. 25 ¢) and No. 35
b), are correctly written and preserved.

b) To assure himself of al this, the Director must visit the missions or ships frequently.

c) It isaso up to the Director, as soon as he learns that a missionary or chaplain is seriously
ill, to provide assistance, so that neither spiritual nor material aid will be lacking, nor, in case
of death, a decent funeral. He must also take care that during the priest's sickness or on his
death the records, documents, sacred furnishings and other mission property are not lost or
carried off.
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22. The Director may, where possible and for good reasons approved by the Consistorial
Congregation, bring all the missionaries or chaplains together, especially in order to make a
retreat or to attend conferences on the best methods for carrying on their ministry.

23. At least once a year, the Director shall send an accurate report to the Consistorial
Congregation on the missionaries and chaplains, and on the state of the missions. He is to
recount not only the good accomplished during the year, but also the evils that have crept in,
what measures have been taken to obviate them and what seems necessary to promote the
growth of the missions.

24. Missionaries to migrants engaged in the spiritual care of Catholics of their own nationality
or language come under the jurisdiction of the local Ordinary, according to the norms of
Chapter 1V below.

25. a) It is the duty of the chaplains aboard ships to attend, throughout the voyage, to the
spiritual care of all those who, for whatever reason happen to be aboard. The only exception
would bein the case of marriage.

b) The chaplains will be given, without prejudice to the provision of Canon 883 of the
Code of Canon Law, special rules and faculties by the Consistorial Congregation.

¢) They must keep a record of baptisms, confirmations and deaths. At the end of each trip
they are to send their Director a copy of this record, together with areport of their work done
on that trip.

26. If there is a chapel legitimately erected on the ship, the chaplains shall, with due
allowances, be deemed equivalent to rectors of churches.

27. @) Chaplains may celebrate the Divine Services, even solemnly, in the chapel aboard ship
as long as they observe the canonical and liturgical laws and are careful to hold the services at
aconvenient time for all on board.

b) The chaplains are to:
1. Announce feast days to those on board.

2. Give catechetical instructions, especialy to the young people, and an explanation of
the Gospel.

28. Chaplains on ships are to watch:

a) That in the chapel, the Divine Services are celebrated properly according to the
prescription of the sacred canons and that priests celebrating Mass be assisted by another
priest if there is one, vested in a surplice, in order to avoid the danger of spilling the Sacred
Species from the chalice.

b) That the sacred furnishings are kept up and the decorum of the chapel looked after; that
nothing be done there incompatible, in any way, with the holiness of the place or the
reverence due the House of God, and that neither the chapel nor the altar nor the sacred
vestments be used at the service of non-Catholic sects.
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29. @) No one may celebrate Mass, administer the sacraments, preach, or perform other divine
functionsin the ship's chapel, without the permission, at least presumed, of the chaplain.

b) This permission must be granted or refused according to the ordinary rules of the canon
law.

30. Theright to erect and bless a chapel on ship belongs to the Ordinary of the place in which
the home port of the ship is located.

31. Missionaries and chaplains may, with the consent of the Director, and the Superior in case
of areligious, be absent from their mission or ship for any one month within the same year,
provided the needs of emigrants or seamen be met by a priest who has the proper rescript
from the Consistorial Congregation. Directors, who must obtain the authorization of the
Consistorial Congregation, and if they are religious, of their Superior, are granted this same
privilege, provided they can find a priest approved by the Consistorial Congregation to
substitute for them.

CHAPTER IV
THE SPIRITUAL CARE LOCAL ORDINARIES ARE TO PROVIDE ALIENS

32. Local Ordinaries are to provide for the spiritual care of aliens of every sort, whether they
have a quasi-domicile or they have no domicile at all. Whenever, in this ministry it seems for
one reason or another inexpedient to apply to the Consistorial Congregation for permission to
establish parishes for various language or nationality groups, local Ordinaries are in the future
to observe carefully the following rules:

33. Every local Ordinary is to make an earnest effort to entrust the spiritual care of aliens or
immigrants to priests, whether secular or regular, of the same language or nationality, i.e., to
missionaries to migrants who have, as stated above, a specia license from the Consistorial
Congregation.

34. In like manner, after consultation with the Consistorial Congregation, and having
observed all other requirements of law, every local Ordinary shall try to grant these
missionaries to migrants the authority to undertake the spiritua care of immigrant Catholics
of their own language or nationality with no canonical quasi-domicile or without any
canonical domicile.

35. a) A missionary to migrants, supplied with such authority in exercising the care of souls,
is to be considered equal to a pastor. He therefore possesses, making due allowances, the
same faculties for the spiritual care as a pastor and is bound by the same obligations and held
to the requirements of the common law.

b) They must therefore in the first place, keep the parish records mentioned in Canon 470
of the Code of Canon Law. An accurate copy must be sent at the end of each year to the
pastor of the place and to his Director.

36. a) Parochial authority of thistypeis personal, to be exercised over aiens or immigrants.
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b) This same authority is cumulative on equal terms with that of the pastor of the place,
even if it is exercised in a church or chapel or public or semi-public oratory, entrusted to the
missionary to migrants.

37. &) Wherever possible, every missionary to migrants is to be assigned a church, chapel or
public or semi-public oratory for carrying on the sacred ministry.

b) Otherwise, the Ordinary of the place shall set up regulations to enable the missionary to
migrants freely and completely to fulfill his duties in another church, not excluding the parish
church.

38. Missionaries to migrants are, while in this work, completely subject to the jurisdiction of
the local Ordinary, both with respect to the exercise of the sacred ministry and with respect to
discipline, excluding every privilege of exemption.

39. For receiving the Sacraments, including marriage, every alien, whether with canonical
quasi-domicile or with-out any canonical domicile is free to approach a missionary to
migrants or the pastor of the place.

40. For the purpose under discussions, under the designation of immigrants with no canonical
quasi-domicile (advenae) or without any canonical domicile (peregrini) are included:

1. All aliens—not excluding those who migrate from colonies—who for whatever length
of time or whatever reason, including studies, are in aforeign land.

2. Their direct descendants of the first degree of the direct line even though they have
acquired the rights of citizenship.

CHAPTER YV
THE SPIRITUAL CARE TO BE PROVIDED MIGRANTS BY ITALIAN BISHOPS

41. Since migration has been more common among ltalians than other peoples, the Holy See
has been especialy active in caring for Italian migrants. We, by this Apostolic Letter, confirm
those special regulations drawn up by our predecessors with regard to Italians emigrating to
foreign countries, and warmly commend those norms to the zeal, well known to us, of Italian
Ordinaries. We take this opportunity to urge these local Ordinaries earnestly to fulfill our
wishes.

42. Let them keep in mind, as arule in undertaking and accomplishing this work, those words
with which St. Pius X praised the committees and agencies. "There are in Italy, at the service
of migrants, numerous committees, as they are called, and agencies, as well as other
institutions of the kind, established by the bishops, by members of the clergy, and by laymen
themselves, men remarkably generous with their goods and much attached to Christian
wisdom."

43. Let them see that, at their initiative and under their direction, and with the co-operation of
members of Catholic Action and of other Catholic groups devoted to the religious, moral and
social aid of workers, there are set up committees and sub-committees for migrants, especially
in those dioceses from which more migrants are departing.

27



44. Similarly, let them watch diligently that the committees thus established perform properly
the duties assigned them and strive to attain their goal, the salvation of souls.

45. @) The local Ordinaries must not neglect to recommend that the pastors, engaged in this
phase of their ministry, with their usua diligence, should warn their people against the
spiritual dangers which ordinarily con-front them as soon as they leave their homes, their
families, and their country.

b) Therefore, pastors shall give suitable catechetical instructions to those of their
parishioners who are pre-paring to migrate.

46. The Ordinaries must not hesitate to urge pastors to keep in contact with their people even
after they migrate.

47. The following precepts of the Consistorial Congregation are to be observed scrupulously:
"The Ordinaries of Italy, especially through pastors and through the agencies devoted to the
assistance of migrants, shall sec that departing migrants and travellers are given ecclesiastical
identification cards.

48. They must do their best, using the methods that seem most useful, to ensure the success
both of the Day for Italian Migrants, to be held annually, and of the collection for the spiritual
assistance of migrants. This collection should be forwarded to the Consistorial Congregation.

49. a) We congratulate those Ordinaries of dioceses out-side Italy, whether in Europe or
overseas, who try, through national or diocesan agencies and commissions to provide every
alien with spiritual and moral help, receiving them, though they are strangers, as members of
their own flock. We request that in parishes where all or most of the members are of Italian
descent, there be celebrated an annual Day for Italian Migrants, as provide in No.48 for the
Ordinaries of Italy, and to see that the collection taken be sent to the Consistorial
Congregation in support of the work for Italian migrants.

b) Similarly, this should also be done with necessary modifications, for migrants of other
nationalities and languages, so that a Day for Migrants may be celebrated throughout the
whole Catholic world at one and the same time, on the first Sunday in Advent.

50. The Ordinaries of Italy may wish, finally, to urge their pastorsto offer one Mass a year for

the Holy Father's intention, rather than pro populo. They can call on them to adopt faithfully
and voluntarily such a change since it is done for the benefit of Italian migrants.

CHAPTER VI

THE PONTIFICAL COLLEGE OF PRIESTS
AT THE SERVICE OF ITALIAN MIGRANTS

51. We recognize and approve the Pontifical College of priests, established to provide
missionaries for Italians migrating abroad.
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52. a) We wish this College to remain dependent on the Consistorial Congregation, without,
however, interfering with the jurisdiction of the Cardinal Vicar of Rome.

b) It isup to the Consistorial Congregation itself:

1. To direct the College and watch over it, both with respect to the maintenance of
discipline and to its finances and to the administration of its material resources.

2. To makerulesfor it.
3. To appoint the Rector and other officials.

53. The specia function of this College is to prepare young Italian priests of the secular
clergy so that they may provide Italian migrants in foreign lands. Since this function is the
same as that of the Pious Society of the Missionaries of St. Charles, we permit the Rector and
the other governing officials and professors to be chosen from priests of the same Pious
Society, to which we freely entrust this College. The requirements of the preceding number
are still to be observed.

54. We aso direct that, in the future, no priest be entrusted with the spiritual care of migrants
until he has been properly prepared for an adequate period of time in the College mentioned
above, and is thus recognized as suitable for such duties by his qualities of mind and heart, his
doctrine, his knowledge of languages, his sound health and other requirements.

55. Especialy in those dioceses from which the majority of migrants are leaving, let the
bishops be mindful that they should do what is most useful to the cause of religion and most
pleasing to us, namely, that they voluntarily send to the Pontifical College those young priests
who are outstanding for virtue and zeal for souls and who wish to devote themselves entirely
to the welfare of migrants.

58. Findly, in other regions and countries outside Italy to which migration is now taking
place there may be a lack of adequate spiritual assistance for the Catholic migrants already
there. In such areas the Ordinaries can, without doubt, provide this assistance if they follow
care-fully the methods used for Italian migrants, as fully publicized in the Acts of the Roman
Pontiffs, and hereby approved by us, with necessary modifications for the place and
circumstances.

Therefore, having seriously considered the importance of this whole matter, and being
impelled by the examples of Our Predecessors, and having given careful attention to the
views of Adeodato G. Cardinal Piazza, Bishop of Sabina and Poggio Mirteto and Secretary of
the Consistorial Congregation, we, hereby, do establish and prescribe all which is contained
therein.

We now decree that what we hereby establish shall not be subject to attack for any reason
whatsoever, even though it be enacted without the consent of those who have or claim to have
the right to express their opinion on this matter, or even if they were not consulted or their
opinion was not accepted. Furthermore, we declare that what we, hereby, have stated shall
possess and retain its force, its validity, and its effectiveness until such time as it shall have
obtained its full results. Finally, we publicly state that al those who are expected or will be
expected to benefit by it should do so by careful observance.
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We rgject as null and void every contrary measure, regardless of who impudently proposes to
do so, whether knowingly or through ignorance, and irrespective of what his authority may
be.

This Constitution shall remain valid, notwithstanding anything to the contrary, including any
other Apostolic Constitutions or dispositions of the Roman Pontiffs, our predecessors, as
mentioned above or other Acts, however worthy of special mention or calling for canonical
derogation.

No one, therefore, shall modify this text which expresses what we, hereby, establish, ordain,
reject, direct, unite, admonish, forbid, command, and desire, nor shall anyone rashly oppose
it. But if someone presume to do so, he should know that he will incur the wrath of the
omnipotent God, and of His apostles Peter and Paul.

Given at Castel Gandolfo, near Rome, on August 1, the feast of St. Peter in Chains, in 1952,
the 14™ year of our Pontificate.

Pius P. P. XII
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EXSUL FAMILIA NAZARETHANA

Sobre la cura espiritual de los emigrantes'y desplazados
1-8-1952
CONSTITUCION APOSTOLICA
DEL SUMO PONTIFICE
PO XII
SOBRE LA CURA ESPIRITUAL DE LOS EMIGRANTES Y DESPLAZADOS
INTRODUCCION
1

1. Lafamiliade Nazaret modelo y consuelo de los refugiados. Lafamilia de Nazaret desterrada, Jesus,
Mariay José, emigrantes a Egipto y refugiados alli para sustraerse alasiras de un rey impio, son €l
modelo, el gemploy el consuelo de los emigrantes y peregrinos de todos los tiemposy lugaresy de
todos los préfugos de cual quiera de las condiciones que, por miedo de las persecuciones o acuciados
por la necesidad, se ven obligados a abandonar |a patria, |os padres queridos, los parientesy alos
dulces amigos para dirigirse atierras extrafias.

Habia decretado € Dios omnipotente y misericordioso que su Hijo consustancial, haciéndose
semejante alos hombresy en la condicion de hombre, juntamente con su inclita Madre Inmaculada y
su piadoso custodio fuese también en este género de angustias y trabajos el primogénito de muchos
hermanos recorriendo El primero el camino.

2

2. Lalglesiadebe presentar este jemplo y los remedios de la situacién. Para que estos argumentos de
consuelo en las adversidades y estos gjemplos no dejasen de tener eficacia, sino que produjesen
consuelo en los trabajos de |os desterrados y emigrantes y suscitasen la esperanza cristiana, fue
necesario que lalglesialos corroborase con peculiar cuidado y asidua asistencia, con lo cual se
alimentase la practica de una vida morigerada y se conservase integra la fe transmitida por los
mayores.

Eraiguamente necesario hacer frente con remedios adecuados y eficaces a las nuevas dificultades, no
previstas ni conocidas aln, de los emigrantes a regiones extranjeras, particularmente parasalir a paso
de lasinsidias de |los hombres perversos que impiamente, por desgracia, les salen a encuentro de sus
necesi dades buscando su ruina espiritual mas que su provecho material.

3

3. Mayor desgracia, sin laayuda de lalglesia como ya sefiala San Agustin. j Cuantos motivos de
angustia habrian existido y existirian su hubiese faltado o faltase este ministerio evangélico!
Tendriamos gque lamentarnos mucho mas gque en |os tristes tiempos de San Agustin, cuando el Obispo
de Hipona exhortaba vehementemente a los sacerdotes para gue de ningiin modo, a medida que mas
urgian las dificultades, dejasen ala grey sin pastor, recordandol es cuantos bienes se seguiran si
permanecian con sus ovejasy cuantos males inevitables si las abandonaban: "Donde faltan los
ministros, jqué ruina se abate sobre aguellos, que salen de este siglo, 0 no regenerados o ligados (por



el pecado)! jQué desgracialade losfieles ligados a ellos, que no podran tener con ellos el descanso en
lavida eternal Finalmente, jcuantos gemidos de todosy qué graves blasfemias de algunos por la
privacion de los ministerios y la ausencia de los ministros!"

"Mirad lo que trae consigo el temor de los males temporales y cuantos males eternos provienen de él:
Pero si hay ministros, con las gracias que el Sefior les da se hace frente a todas |as necesidades: unos
se bautizan, otros se reconcilian; ninguno es defraudado en la comunion del Cuerpo del Sefior; todos
son consolados, edificados, exhortados arogar a Sefior, que puede apartar todos |os males que nos
amenazan."

TITULO PRIMERO -

Relato histérico de lamaternal solicitud de la Iglesia por |os emigrados.
I. Lasolicitud de lalglesiaen la antigliedad

4

4. Lalglesia ayuda mediante sus sacerdotes. La Santa Madre Iglesia, impulsada por su vehemente
amor alas amas, se esforzé por cumplir el mandato salvifico universal que Cristo le ha confiado,
cuidando espiritualmente de un modo especial de los peregrinos, forasteros, desterrados y de todos los
emigrantes sin ahorrar esfuerzo alguno y valiéndose para ello en primer lugar de los sacerdotes, 10s
cuales, con laadministracion de los carismas, de lagraciay con la predicacion de la palabra divina,
trabajan con toda solicitud en confirmar alos fieles de Cristo en lafe con los vinculos de la caridad.

5

5. Serecurre alaHistoria: primero San Ambrosio. Es bueno, pues, recordar brevemente todo lo que la
Iglesia, desde |os tiempos més remotos, ha hecho en este sentido, tratando méas ampliamente lo que a
nuestros tiempos se refiere.

En primer lugar, recordemos los hechos y palabras de San Ambrosio, cuando aquel ilustre pastor de
Milan, para poder redimir alos infelices que habian sido Ilevados cautivos, después de la derrota del
emperador Vaente en Adriandpolis (378), quebro y engjend |os vasos sagrados para poder precaver a
aguellos infelices de los dafios materiales y librarlos de los peligros, mas graves alin, espirituales que
les amenazaban " ¢Quién sera tan duro -escribia San Ambrosio-, cruel e insensible que no quieraque
los hombres sean redimidos de la muerte y las mujeres de los impuros ultrajes de los barbaros, que son
aln mas graves que la muerte; que los jovenes, los adolescentes y |os nifios sean preservados del
contagio de los idolos, al que hubieran visto obligados con amenazas de muerte? Nosotros hemos
tomado esta causa no sin motivo; pero cuando después la hemos realizado entre el pueblo hemos
comprendido, y asi |0 confesamos abiertamente, que es megjor salvar amas para el Sefior que
conservar objetos de oro."

6

6. Segundo: laevangelizacion y civilizacion de los bérbaros. Brillaigualmente el celo de los pastores
y el entusiasmo de | os sacerdotes que llevaron con su esfuerzo alos habitantes de |gjanas regiones el
beneficio de la verdadera fe juntamente con la convivencia civil y |as relaciones sociales, mientras que
alos pueblos barbaros invasores se esforzaren en hacerlos asimilar aun mismo tiempo la Religion
cristianay la pacifica convivencia con las poblaciones civilizadas.
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7. Lamision de las Ordenes religiosas. Debemos también recordar alas egregias 6rdenes religiosas
fundadas para redimir alos cautivos, cuyos miembros, afuer de hombres apostdlicos, no duraron en
tolerar graves tribulaciones por los hermanos prisioneros con € fin de hacerles retornar alalibertad o
al menos confortarlos en la prision.

8

8. Laconquista de indios y negros. Cuando después se descubrieron y explotaron nuevastierrasen la
otra parte del globo, no faltaron sacerdotes de Cristo que se unieron celosamente a los colonizadores
de aquellas regiones para ayudarles a mantenerse en la practica de lamoral cristiana e impedirles que
con las riquezas de las nuevas tierras se llenasen de orgullo y también para transformarse en seguida
en misioneros de los indigenas, carentes hasta entonces completamente de laluz de lafe, einstruirles
en el Evangelio, haciéndoles vivir en la fraternidad cristiana.

Ni podemos degjar en el silencio alos heraldos de la lglesia que se consagraron a asistir y ganar para
Cristo alos esclavos negros arrancados cruelmente de sus tierras y sometidos a un vil mercado en los
puertos de Américay Europa.

9

9. Las asociaciones medievales de asistenciay caridad. Queremos también hacer mencion, aunque
solo sea brevemente, de la asidua actividad realizada durante |a Edad Media en todas |as regiones
cristianas, pero muy especia mente en esta santa ciudad por las piadosas asociaciones erigidas para
atender alos peregrinos. De estas asociaciones tuvieron origen innumerabl es hospital es, hospicios,
iglesias y hermandades nacionales, de las cuales alln quedan no pocos vestigios. De ellas son dignos
de especia mencion las Escuelas de Peregrinos sajones, longobardos, francosy frisones, las cuaes
fueron erigidasyaen € siglo 8 en el Vaticano junto al sepulcro de San Pedro, principe de los
apostoles, para atender alos forasteros que peregrinaban a Roma de las regiones trasal pinas para
venerar lamemoria de los apostoles. Estas escuel as estaban dotadas de iglesiay cementerio propio y
alli se sostenian sacerdotes y clérigos de sus respectivas naciones para que cuidasen materia y
espiritualmente de sus connacionales, principalmente de los enfermos y pobres. En siglos sucesivos se
les afiadieron monasterios con un asilo angjo paralos peregrinos; esto es, para los etiopesy abisinios,
paralos hingarosy armenios. Todo lo cual es un bello eco de las palabras del apdstol Pablo
exclamando: "...aliviando las necesidades de los santos y gjercitando la hospitalidad.”

10

10. La obra de sacerdotes y parroquias de la mismanacion y lengua hasta €l dia de hoy, su utilidad. Lo
gue habia demostrado esta experiencia, es a saber: que el sagrado ministerio entre los extranjerosy
peregrinos resulta mucho mas provechoso si se gjerce por sacerdotes de la misma nacion y lengua,
principalmente cuando se trata de gentes rudas y apenas instruidas en la doctrina cristiana, o confirmé
solemnemente el Concilio Lateranense |V cuando, en €l afio 1215, decretd: "Puesto que en no pocos
lugares, dentro de una misma ciudad y diocesis, se hallan mezcladas gentes de diversas lenguas que,
bajo una mismafe, tienen diversosritos y costumbres, ordenamos categoricamente que los Obispos de
dichas ciudades o didcesis provean varones idoneos que | es celebren |os divinos oficios segiin los
diversosritosy lenguasy les administren los sacramentos, instruyéndol os a un mismo tiempo con la
palabray el ggemplo”. Todo o cual lalglesia ha conservado fielmente hasta nuestros dias,
particularmente con la creacion de parroquias para los fieles de diversas lenguas y naciones; aln mas,
teniendo en cuenta la variedad de ritos, se han creado muy oportunamente a veces didcesis, Como
luego expondremos.

Todos conocen la utilidad que tales parroquias, asiduamente frecuentadas por |0s peregrinos, han
reportado alas didcesisy alas aimas, y todos las tienen en grande y merecida estima. Por lo cual €l



Cadigo de Derecho candnico no dejo de fijarles €l régimen, y asi con la sucesiva aprobacién de la
Santa Sede, han ido surgiendo numerosas parroquias nacional es, especialmente en América, hastalas
ltimas que por decreto de la Sagrada Congregacion Consistorial, por no aducir otros g emplos, se han
erigido en lasidlas Filipinas paralos chinos.

Il. Lasolicitud de lalglesia en los tiempos recientes
1. DelaRevolucién francesa hasta Ledn XI11
11

11. El propdsito de este capitulo: lasiniciativas del dltimo siglo. Aungue no hubo, pues, ninguna
época en que lalglesia descuidara alos emigrantes, desterrados y préfugos, no queremos detenernos
mas largamente en ello sino que solo deseamos referirnos alo que se ha emprendido al respecto en e
altimo siglo.

12

12. Cincuenta volumenes de la caridad papal para con |os franceses. Para comenzar conviene aqui
recordar previamente |os cincuenta volumenes intitulados: "De la caridad de la Sede Apostélica para
con los franceses", conservados en el archivo Vaticano -testimonio realmente preclaro de la constante
solicitud de los Romanos Pontifices hacia los pobres de las revoluciones publicas o |os desplazados
por la guerra- con que Nuestros Predecesores Pio VI y Pio VI ilustran su paternal solicitud por los
franceses que expul sados de su Patria fueron recibidos con gran generosidad en los confines de los
Estados Pontificios y especialmente en Roma o gque se refugiaron en otras partes.

13

13. Vicente Pallotti y su fundacion en favor de los emigrados. Conviene recordar también como digno
de mencién a Beato Vicente Pallotti, fundador de la sociedad del Apostolado Catdlico. Este mismo,
pues, a quien Nos hemos llamado honray prez del clero Romano, aquien, a principio del Jubileo
universalmente celebrado, pusimos gozosos en € glorioso catalogo de los beatos, urgido por e amor
delasamasy encendido en el deseo de consolidar en lafe catdlicaalos Italianos emigrados a
Inglaterra, envié algunos miembros de su Congregacion a Londres afin de que se hicieran cargo dela
atencién espiritual de sus compatriotas; y, accediendo a una respetuosa solicitud suya, Nuestro
Predecesor Pio I X |o faculto pararecoger limosnas con € fin de levantar en Londres desde sus
cimientos un templo a Dios dedicado a San Pedro, principe de los Apéstoles, para bien de los
emigrados italianos especia mente.

14

14. Esfuerzos de la Iglesia Catdlica en bien de los emigrados a América. A mediados del siglo 19
cuando a los indigentes se ofreci6 la oportunidad nunca antes conocida de hacer fortuna, y cuando
grandes multitudes de Europa, especialmente de Italia, se dirigiaa Ameérica, lalglesia Catdlica hizo
esfuerzos extraordinarios para atender el bien espiritual de los emigrantesy trabajar por ellos; pues,
ella, en el transcurso de los siglos por el amor que tiene a sus hijos adapt6 1os métodos de apostolado
al progreso delaviday alas nuevas circunstancias del tiempo no solo ensayandol os prontamente sino
también introduciéndol os después de atentos estudios, por cuanto en su solicitud advertiaque lo
social, moral y religioso corrian serio peligro.

2. LaobradeLedn XIlI

15



15. Ledn X1l y el Rafaglsverein. Laactiva solicitud de esta Sede Apostdlicatanto mas prontamente
manifestada cuanto que también mas cuidadosamente las autoridades publicasy los Institutos
privados parecian atenderlos, esta comprobada claramente por las Actas de Ledn X111, Nuestro
Predecesor, quien no solo denodadamente defendié ladignidad y los derechos del trabajo humano,
sino que protegi6 decididamente también alos conocedores de algun oficio que iban algjanastierras a
ganar su sustento.

Pues, a cabo de su primer afio de Supremo Pontificado, alabé € 9 dejulio de 1878, con complacida
benignidad, la sociedad de San Rafael erigida por 1os Obispos alemanes para ayudar fructuosamente a
sus compatriotas emigrantes. Esa sociedad tanto en |los puertos de salida como de llegada se
establecig, a correr de los afios, también para otras nacionalidades como la belga, austriaca e italiana.

16

16. Leon X111y lafundacion de Scalabrini. Desde el afio 1887, reconocio, en su Carta Apostdlica bajo
el sello del Pescador, que era util y oportuno el plan que venia gjecutando el Siervo de Dios Juan
Bautista Scalabrini, entonces Obispo de Piacenza, de formar un Instituto de santos varones que
tuvieran animo y voluntad de partir para regiones lejanas, especialmente América, con laintencion de
[levar los consuelos del sagrado ministerio alamultitud de fieles italianos que urgidos por las

necesi dades material es abandonaban la Patria para establ ecerse en aquellas regiones. Luego fundo,
pues, aquel varén apostélico, a quien Nos mismo declaramos, 'meritissimo de lalglesiay del Estado'
con la ayuda de cel osos sacerdotes y esclarecidos superiores, una sociedad de sacerdotes, en lacual -
paravolver a usar las galanas palabras del mismo Ledn XI11 en su carta que més abajo aduciremos-
varones eclesi asticos de Italia se unen, urgidos por la caridad de Cristo para cultivar los estudios y
gjercitarse en los ministerios y disciplina que les permiten desempefiarse feliz y denodadamente como
"embajadores de Cristo" y asi se constituy6 una nueva familia religiosa de misioneros de San Carlos
paralos italianos emigrados, cuyo fundador es aquel siervo de Dios.

17

17. La Carta"Quam Aerumnosa’ de Ledn XII1 y sus saludables efectos. Conviene también mencionar
la Cartaalos Arzobispos y Obispos de América publicada al afio siguiente por € mismo inmortal
Predecesor Nuestro por cuanto suscité felizmente una mayor abundanciade iniciativasy celosa
emulacion de los hombres para alcanzar el bien de los inmigrantes pues, tanto numerosos sacerdotes y
muchos religiosos de ambos sexos movidos por esta razén partieron paratodas partes de Américaafin
de asistir aayudar a sus compatriotas que vivian en lgjanos paises; entonces también se fundaron
sociedades y formaron patronatos para bien de los que de Italia, Alemania, Irlanda, Austria, Hungria,
Francia, Suiza, Bélgica, Holanda, Espafiay Portugal emigraban en masa; ante todo empero se han
erigido parroquias nacionales.

18

18. Atencion alamigracion en lamisma Europa. Con la sabiduriay la caridad de que era capaz no
dej6 de atender oportunamente también la migracién que dentro de los confines de Europa se hacia; la
solicitud dispensada por |os Romanos Pontifices consta claramente en | as Cartas, enviadas méas de una
vez por la Secretaria de Estado alos Ordinarios de Italia.

19

19. Laobra para emigrantes del Obispo Bonomelli. Movido por |as insistentes exhortaciones del
Pontifice, y urgido por el bien de las almas, Jeremias Bonomelli, Obispo de Cremona, instituyo la
Obra de ayuda alos obreros de Italia que emigraban alas regiones foraneas de Europa de donde
nacieron varios institutos culturales y de beneficenciay florecientes secretariados, y en 1900 por



piadosos sacerdotes y seglares de bien, elegidos parala obra, se predicaban con fruto "misiones’ en
Suiza, Austria, Alemaniay Francia. Y para que no sucumbieratan benéfica obra después de la muerte
de su Superior, Nuestro Predecesor, Benedicto XV encomendd la cura de almas de |os obreros
italianos emigrados a regiones europeas a Fernando Rodolfi, Obispo de Vicenza.

20

20. Lamisién de Santa Francisca J. Cabrini, madre de los emigrantes. No estara demas recordar agui
las multiples instituciones que educan a nifios y nifias, y los hospitales y demés fundaciones
provechosamente realizadas en bien de los fieles cristianos de diverso idiomay de diferente origen los
que florecen siempre més 'y prosperan vigorosamente. Cual estrella brilla en este campo Santa
Francisca Javiera Cabrini quien por consgo y exhortacién del siervo de Dios Juan Bautista Scalabrini
y apoyada por la autoridad del mismo Papa Ledn X111, de feliz memoria, €l cual la persuadié que no
dirigiese su mirada hacia €l Este, sino méas bien hacia €l Oeste, resolvio emprender viaje hacia
Norteamérica, y con tanta caridad perseverd en su obra que pudo consignar ubérrimos frutosy fue, por
su eximia piedad para con los emigrantes italianos y sus admirables obras, |lamada con razén Madre
de los emigrantes italianos.

3. LaObradeS. Pio X
21

21. Sus experiencias como parroco. La organizacién ordenada de las obras catdlicas en favor de los
inmigrantes en Europa, en e Oriente y América debe atribuirse a Nuestro Predecesor, € Beato Pio X
gue un dia como pérroco de Salzano asistio a sus amadisimos feligreses que emigraron para que al
abandonar la parroquia tuvieran un vigje més feliz y un nuevo hogar més seguro; luego elevado ala
cimadel Supremo Apostolado acomparié con peculiar cuidado alas ovejas errantes de la grey
universal y emprendio iniciativas solicitas en pro de lainmigracion.

22

22. Cartas de San Pio X en favor de los emigrantes. Ardia aquel piadosisimo Pontifice en amor alos
fieles cristianos que habian emigrado hasta | as |ejanas regiones de Norte y Sudamérica. Con qué gozo
recibiera el celo de los Obisposy sacerdotes empleados en bien de aquéllos, resalta claramente de la
Cartadirigidaa Arzobispo de Nueva Y ork, €l 26 de febrero de 1904. Entre otras cosas elogio y
aprobo tanto la solicitud manifestada a los Italianos a fin de que a abrigo de peligros, permanecieran
firmes en €l culto de la Religién de sus antepasados, como la fundacion de un Seminario para educar
debidamente alos clérigos de la Colonia Italiana. Lo mismo prueba la Alocucion alos peregrinos de
la Republica Argentina, como también la Carta alos Arzobisposy Obispos del Brasil o laque dirigio
al Superior General de los Misioneros de San Carlos o a Superior de la Pia Sociedad Antoniana
Universal o a Rector de la Sociedad Catdlica paralos inmigrantes, fundada recientemente entonces en
el Canada.
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23. Solicitud espiritual por la Sociedad de Misioneros de San Antonio. Para que los emigrantes, |os
navegantes o |0s que permanecian en los puertos de llegada o los que ya gozaban de |a Patria
adoptiva, dispusieran de una pronta asistencia espiritual, se constituyo, con la aprobacion del Sumo
Pontifice, ya desde el afio 1905, la Sociedad de misioneros de San Antonio de Padua.

24



24. Laobrarectoray reformadoradelaS. C. Consistorial. En lo que respecta a Italia, existen normas
dadas por |a Secretaria de Estado paratodos los Obispos del lugar. La Sagrada Congregacion
Consistorial, una vez recibidos, a su propio pedido, los informes exactos sobre el particular de los
Ordinarios del lugar donde hay emigracidn e inmigracion, cumpli6 rdpidamente el mandato del
Pontifice, acomodando alos tiempos los ingtitutos, ya erigidos en favor de los emigrantes, decretando
lafundacién de nuevos, adaptados a las nuevas circunstancias y recomendando alos Ordinarios la
constitucién de "Grupos emigrantes’ y "Patronatos”.

25

25. Solicitud por los matrimonios de los emigradosy las "Instrucciones” al respecto. Pero no sélo de
esta manera se procuro con mucha solicitud el bien de los inmigrantes, pues, dado que se supo que
algunos obreros, emigrados de Europa a lgjanas tierras, contraian matrimonio sin atenerse en lo mas
minimo a las solemnidades de derecho, a causa de las circunstancias més dificiles de lugar y de
tiempo en que se hallaban, y aln osaban contraerlo afectados por impedimentos, afin de que las leyes
del sagrado matrimonio no sufrieran ningun dafio, para prevenir los horribles males, el Sumo Pontifice
mando a la Sagrada Congregacion de Disciplina de los Sacramentos que publicaran una cuidadosa
Instruccion sobre la comprobacion del estado de solteriay las proclamas matrimoniales; instruccion
que en el transcurso de | os afios fue nuevamente promulgada por la misma Congregacion afiadiéndose
normas sal udabl es también para comodidad de |os emigrados que deseaban contraer matrimonio por
procurador.

26

26. Atencién de rutenos y rumanos. En € gobierno de este importante Pontifice se establecieron
normas idoneas paralos clérigos y seglares del rito ruteno que viven en los Estados Unidos de
América; asu cabeza se puso un Obispo; al obispo del rito ruteno se encomendo también la atencion
espiritual delosfieles del mismo rito que viven en las regiones del Canadg; igualmente, la asociacion
de la propagacién de lalglesia Catdlica, constituida en Toronto del Canaddy los abundantes frutos,
dignos de la mayor alabanza que la misma sociedad pudo recoger defendiendo contralasinsidias
heréticas alos catdlicos rutenos que se habian establecido poco a poco en los territorios que se
extienden hacia el Nortey Oeste; igualmente, las mutuas relaciones en el orden disciplinario de los
Obispos canadienses del rito latino con el Obispo de los rutenos de aquellaregion y entre el cleroy los
fieles de ambos ritos se regularon; y, finalmente, se donaron al Obispo catélico rumano de la provincia
eclesiasticade Fogaray Alba Julia, laiglesiadel Santisimo Salvador en lavilla"delle Copelle" en
Romay la pequefia casa angja.

27

27. La Oficina Pontificia de emigrantes. La mas importante de todas | as realizaciones es, sin embargo,
lacreacion del "Oficio” peculiar en la S. Congregacion Consistorial paralaatencion pastoral de los
emigrantes. Las obligaciones de esta Oficina seran, como dijo €l Beato Pio X, "buscar y preparar todo
lo que se requiere afin de que la atencion espiritual de los emigrantes del rito latino se lleve a cabo en
lamejor forma posible, quedando naturalmente a salvo el derecho dela S. Congregacion de la
Propagacion de la Fe sobre |os emigrantes del rito oriental, alos cuales esta Congregacion por sus
propias disposiciones atendera oportunamente. De |0s sacerdotes emigrantes cuidard Unicamente ese
mismo Oficio."

28
28. En favor de los sacerdotes emigrantes. No pudo preterirse tampoco la disciplina de los sacerdotes

emigrantes ala que ya antes la Sede Apostdlica proveyera valiéndose de la S. Congregacion del
Concilioy, cuando se trataba de clérigos del rito oriental, de la Sagrada Congregacién de la



Propagacion delaFey delamismasS. C. Consistorial. Mas por cuanto entre |os clérigos que
emigraban allende |os mares podia, tal vez, haber algunos que buscaran més bien el lucro material que
no lasalvacion de las ailmas, lamisma S. C. Consistorial por decreto instituyo leyes aptas para poder
remover los abusos, si |os hubiere, estatuyendo también penas para los transgresores. Estas leyes
alcanzaban también a los sacerdotes que prestaban sus servicios alos obreros agricolas y operarios de
otros oficios. Estas normas que por otro decreto consistorial se adopté a Codigo de Derecho
Candnico, entonces recién promulgado, estan aln fructuosamente en vigencia. En €l correr delos
anos, empero, laS. C. delalglesiaOrienta y 1a S. C. de la Propagacién de la Fe, cada uno en €l
ambito de su competencia, afiadieron otras normas mas.

29

29. El Colegio Romano de sacerdotes para los emigrantes italianos. EI mismo Sumo Pontificeinicio el
Colegio Romano de sacerdotes para los italianos que emigran fundado con € fin de formar
idéneamente a jévenes sacerdotes del clero secular en el sagrado ministerio especial mediante un
curso apropiado de estudios, y, para que hubiese un nimero suficiente de ellos para satisfacer las
necesi dades existentes, se exhortd alos Obispos, en especia alos que disponen de una mayor
abundancia de sacerdotes, que si descubrieren entre sus sacerdotes o clérigos a ministros idoneos para
ese cometido, los destinaran a Instituto; y, finalmente, ese mismo beato Pontifice en los Gltimos
tiempos de su Pontificado -porque luego después, agobiado por |a suma pena causada por 1os horrores
de laguerra que se cernia sobre el mundo volé arecibir el premio celestial- como Padre amantisimo
redactd personalmente |os estatutos del Colegioy mand6 ala S. C. Consistorial publicarlos.

4. La Obrade Benedicto XV
30

30. Las disposiciones en favor de este Colegio Romano. El Sumo Pontifice Benedicto XV, siguiendo
las egregias huellas de su Predecesor y continuando denodadamente su solicitud por |os emigrantes,
cual herencia que le habian degjado, asigno, apenas elevado ala Cétedra de Pedro, adicho Colegio los
edificios de San Apolinar. Mas por cuanto la Sede Apostdlica por entonces se empefiaba en socorrer a
las regiones devastadas por |as aflicciones inferidas a género humano por laguerray no pudo al
mismo tiempo proveer los medios para cubrir las necesidades del Colegio, laS. C. Consistorial no
desdefi6 solicitar erogaciones alos Ordinarios de Italiay de América para poder ayudar al Colegio.

31

31. Colectay estipendios paralaemigracion italianay "patronatos’. Lamisma S. Congregacion, afin
de socorrer las obras catélicas que activamente atendian la cura de alma de |os emigrantes italianos,
exhort6 primero alos Ordinarios italianos a que anualmente en un dia festivo determinado mandaran
efectuar una colecta en favor de las mismas obras; més tarde, empero, decretd que cada sacerdote
ofrecieraunavez al afio una santa Misa por las intenciones del Sumo Pontifice mas bien que "pro
populo” ("por el pueblo"), destinandose el estipendio de la misa por esas obras. Todos, y en especial
los emigrantes y misioneros, saben gque ese dinero se gasta integramente para auxiliar aguellas
instituciones que, bajo e gobierno delaS. C. Consistorial 0 a impulso de los misioneros o religiosos
de ambos sexos, se han fundado en las regiones lgjanas con €l fin de que prestaran alos emigrantes,
cuyafe catdlicay cristianas costumbres corren grave peligro en una forma apenas creible, una sdliday
sabia proteccion.

El Pontifice mencionado propuso, en beneficio de los emigrantes italianos a los Ordinarios de
Calabria que constituyesen patronatos eclesi asticos.
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32. Danormas parala atencion espiritual de los emigrantes en €l Brasil y elogiaa Obispo de Trenton,
Canada. Al Arzobispo de San Pablo y los deméas Obispos de la jurisdiccion brasilefia encomendo con
instancia que por medio de sacerdotes piadosos del pais nombrados para ello vigilaran para que los
obreros que |legaban desde Europa a esas playas, acuciados por |a esperanza de lucro e impulsados
por laindigencia, no abandonaran, junto con el patrio suelo también las patrias costumbres; e mismo
escribié a Obispo de Trenton, cuyo celo desplegado en esta obra € 0gid; pues, apenas fundada una
nueva coloniaitaliana en la diécesis de Trenton, se erigieron para ellaen seguidaunaiglesiay los
edificios vecinos, y e Sumo Pontifice hizo intimos votos por que los emigrados italianos pudiesen
encontrar ese auxilio de caridad cristiana en todas partes de los Estados Unidos de América.

33

33. El cuidado espiritual de las arroceras en Italia. EI mismo Predecesor Nuestro Benedicto XV fijo su
atencion igualmente en los italianos que también entonces, abandonando su hogar, migraban por algun
tiempo de unaregién del pais a otra como suele suceder aln alas mujeres que se dedican alalimpia
del arroz.

34

34. Un prelado parala exclusiva atencion de los emigrantes y de su Colegio. Muy bien aconsejado
quiso luego que hubiera un Prelado que munido de las necesarias facultades y libre de las |abores
diocesanas se consagrara integramente a bien espiritual de los italianos emigrantes a quien incumbia
exclusivamente elegir alos misioneros que debian dedicarse aese oficio, asistirlos, vigilarlosy regir
el Colegio de los sacerdotes fundado paraformarlosy ayudarlos. Al afio siguiente, afin de que dicho
Colegio hiciese progresos en forma més expedita, le dio nuevos estatutos, adaptados rectamente alas
necesidades del tiempo y de las circunstancias.

35

35. Preocupacion por los prisioneros de guerra. EI Sumo Pontifice Benedicto XV, compadeciéndose
hondamente de |as angustias que agobiaban a innumerables hombres, llevados al cautiverio durante la
horribilisima guerra, decret6 que los Ordinarios de las didcesis donde hubieran prisioneros de guerra,
eligiesen cuanto antes auno o, si lanecesidad |o requiriese, varios sacerdotes que dominaban
suficientemente el idioma para destinarlos ala cura de amas de los prisioneros. L os sacerdotes
escogidos para este ministerio no deben recargarse con otros menesteres, sino solo hacer 1o que
pertenece ala utilidad tanto del espiritu como delaviday del cuerpo de los cautivos, consuelen,
asistan y alivien las variadas necesidades a veces acerbisimas.

Aun en medio de la pesadilla de la guerra fratricida instituy6 paralos préfugos que vivian en tierras
italianas un Ordinario especial para que atendiera el bien espiritual de ellos.
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36. Por los emigrantes alemanes. el San Rafael sverein. No se descuidaron tampoco |os gravisimos
peligros en que se hallaban los ciudadanos alemanes, entre los cual es habia muchos catdlicos, que en
gran nimero, urgidos por tantas angustias se sentian constrefiidos a buscar otros cielos para procurarse
lo necesario paralavida. Por eso, la S. C. Consistorial exhortd no solo alos Obispos de Alemaniasino
de toda Europa Central a que cel osamente pensaran, y en sus reuniones o Conferencias episcopales,
después de reflexiones y mutuas consultas, trataran de resolver 1o que podian hacer parair apropiaday
rapidamente al encuentro de tanta necesidad; alavez indico la oportunidad de consolidar la accion de
la Sociedad de San Rafael, que antes de |a guerra habia reportado innumerables beneficios alos
vigjeros de cualquier clase, y emplear |os medios que la prudenciay la caridad sugiriese para ayudar.
Ademas, en € afio 1921 el Arzobispo de Coloniafue declarado protector de la benemérita obra -ya



fundada en 1904- de la atencion religiosa de los catdlicos de lengua alemana que vivian en Italia. Esa
obra se hizo cargo en los afios siguientes de la cura espiritual de los ciudadanos de la Alemania
Occidental, eligiéndose otro protector mas, el Obispo de Osnaburgo, para los emigrantes de la Europa
Oriental y fuera de Europa.

37

37. Por los exiliados mejicanos. Cuando, a agravarse la perturbacion civil de Mégjico, algunos
Prelados mejicanos, sacerdotes y muchos fieles fueron expul sados criminalmente de su Patria, se
trasladaron alos Estados Unidos de Norteamérica en busca de un seguro refugio, 1os recomendé
encarecidamente ala caridad de |os catélicos de ese pais, escribiendo primero a Obispo de San
Antonio, después al Arzobispo de Baltimore, por cuyos generosos cuidados se pudieron congregar en
el Seminario los jovenes pobres que tenian vocacion para el sacerdocio, 1o que es para Nos, como
decia el Pontifice, especiamente grato.
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38. En favor de los emigrados de ritos orientales. Ademas, de | as cosas sapientisimamente hechas por
el mismo Pontifice en favor de los fieles de los Ritos Oriental es recordaremos éstas: |a ampliamente
fomentada asistencia espiritual alosfieles del rito greco-ruteno emigrados ala Ameéricadel Sur; la
fundacion del Seminario para nifios italo-griegos en el monasterio (basiliano) de Grottaferrata (cerca
de Frascati); y laereccion de ladidcesis de Lungro (provincia de Consenza) paralos fieles del mismo
rito que ya como habitantes de Epiro y Albania habian emigrado en masa de la dominacion turca,
trasladandose altaliay estableciendo su domicilio en Calabriay Trinacria.
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39. Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto, patrona de los vigjes aéreos, y las facultades de Confesiéon. No
juzgamos tampoco g eno a Nuestro proposito recordar €l decreto dela S. C. de Ritos, en que se
declaré a Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto Patrona celestial de |0s viajes aéreos para que |os que se
encomendaran ala proteccion de la Santisima Virgen, llegaran sanos y salvos a su destino. Nos
empero, afin de que alosfieles cristianos que emprenden vigjes aéreos no les falte la oportunidad de
confesar establecimos que |0 que se estatuyo en el Canon 883 del Cddigo de Derecho Candnico para
los sacerdotes que emprenden vigjes por mar, respecto de la facultad de oir confesiones, tuviese
también vigenciay se extendiese alos sacerdotes que vigjan por via aérea.

5. Laobrade Pio XI
40

40. Especia preocupacion de Pio X1. Después de haberse realizado felizmente un progreso posterior
muy grande y provechoso en las obras de emigracion, el apreciadisimo Predecesor Nuestro Pio X1, no
permitié que ninguna demora lo retrasara. Emigrantes e innumerables refugiados de las regiones de
Américay Europa experimentaron los abundantes testimonios de la universal paternidad del Sumo
Pontifice. Del cimulo de realizaciones quisiéramos aducir aqui por |o menos |as que corresponden a
los pueblos oriental es.
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41. Asistencia alos armenios profugos. En el primer afio de su Pontificado, cuando por |a devastacion

de Armenia habia que deplorar €l asesinato de muchos fidelisimos catdlicos y se les encontraba
errabundos y lejos de su patria, consol 6 generosisimamente a sus hijos infortunadosy destituidos de



medios, en especial recibié en los edificios de Castelgandolfo como bajo techo paternal alas débiles
nifias, privadas de sus padres, y con los medios de su largueza los aliment6 solicitamente.
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42. LaComision Pro-Rusiaen 1925, € Ordinariato de Harbin (China) y lalglesiay seminario de
eslavos en Roma. En el afio 1925, empero, quiso que los asuntos y negocios que se referian alos
Rusos fueran confiados ala Comisién Pro-Rusia; luego, confid a una Oficina especial, incorporada a
laS. C. delalglesia Oriental, la atencion de todos los que en cualquier parte del mundo profesaran el
Rito eslavo; erigio después el Ordinariato de Harbin en Chinay le dio por Prelado un sacerdote del
rito bizantino-eslavo quien como Ordinario de Harbin de los rusos rigieray gobernara en lo espiritual
atodoslos clérigosy fieles de surito y en todo el imperio chino; asignd, imitando a sus Predecesores
que ya habian donado alos armenios, sirios, maronitas, griegos, rutenosy rumanos unaiglesia propia
en Roma, ahora alosfieles del rito eslavo que vivian en Roma o arribaban a ella, el templo dedicado a
San Antonio Eremita, sito en monte Esquilino para que pudieran orar alli a Dios segun las legitimas
costumbres de sus antepasados; en |os edificios adyacentes, empero, levantados desde el suelo, fundd
el Seminario ruso. Més de unavez ayudé alos refugiados de | as regiones de Europa oriental de
cualquier nacién o confesion que fuesen, con su palabra, su jemplo, y ademés con sus dineros que
donaba, estimulando al mismo tiempo laliberalidad de los Obispo y fieles polacos.

43

43. En favor de los emigrados del rito bizantino y griego- ruteno. Se empefid en promover € bien
espiritual de las comunidades del rito bizantino, las que bajo la presion de las persecuciones habian
emigrado antafio a ltalia, y ali residian todavia; por eso, separandola de |as parroquias bizantinas
pertenecientes ala arquidiocesis de Palermo (Sicilia) y de Mondovi, erigié lanuevadidces o eparquia
de Pianadel Greci; dio muy oportunamente normas para la administracion espiritual de los
Ordinariatos griego-rutenos en los Estados Unidos de Norteaméricay en el Canada.
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44. En bien de los emigrados polacos. Como sefia de su peculiar benevolencia hacia los polacos
distinguio, primero, con €l titulo y los honores de Basilica Menor el templo de San Josafat, obispo y
martir, construido en la ciudad de Milwaukee, al cual se hallaangjalacurade amas de losfieles
cristianos de lengua polaca; y después, en €l afio 1931 dio por protector de todos los polacos
emigrados al Arzobispo de Gnesen.

45

45. El Instituto de Godesberg para los emigrantes alemanes. Por cuanto en el afio 1924, a gemplo de
la Pia Sociedad de los Misioneros de San Carlos paralos emigrados italianos, habia mandado erigir
también paralos catdlicos alemanes emigrados al extranjero, €l Instituto religioso de la ciudad de
Godesberg, iniciado con muy buen criterio, y felizmente inaugurado, distingui6 con elogio sus
meéritos, y cuando hizo los deseados progresos, 10 honrd con €l titulo de Sociedad de |os Santos
Angeles.

46
46. Los perseguidos de Espariay Mégjico. Recibio benignamente a los Obispos, sacerdotesy religiosos

huidos de Espafia durante el vehemente furor de la criminal persecucion religiosa, y habldndoles con
mucha dulzuralos llen6 de hondo consuelo.



Y para que los megjicanos emigrados atierras extrafias no cayeran victimas de los enemigos de Cristo,
ni perdieran |as cristianas costumbres de sus mayores exhort6 alos Ordinarios del pais que se
consultaran con sus hermanos en el Episcopado que regian los destinos espirituales de los Estados
Unidos de Norteaméricay que llamaran en su ayuda alas Asociacion de la Accion Catdlica.
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47. Por los negros y su Seminario en Estados Unidos de Norteamérica. Es justo que se recomiende
aqui aladebida atencion el celo con que e mismo Sumo Pontifice se preocup6 de los descendientes
de los negros, dispersos sin orden en todo el mundo: facilmente se deduce esto de la carta que dirigio
al Superior General de la Congregacion del Verbo Divino, con fecha5 de abril de 1923, en que augurd
y desed a Seminario para Negros un porvenir inmediato feliz, y afirmé que habia sido una resolucién
utilissimarecibir a negros que parecian llamados a entrar en la vida religiosa como miembros de la
Congregacion del Verbo Divino afin de que, unavez iniciados en el sacerdocio, gercieran entre ellos
el sagrado ministerio con mayor eficacia.
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48. La sociedad de Misioneros de San Antonio paralositalianosy otras obras, |a tésera eclesiastica.
En cuanto alos italianos: sujeto desde € 26 de enero de 1923 |os Capellanes de |os navegantes que
hasta entonces formaban la Sociedad de Misioneros de San Antonio de Padua, directamente ala
jurisdiccion y disciplina del Director del Colegio de sacerdotes destinados a los italianos que
emigraban al extranjero, y més tarde mandé que se los instruyera en Gtiles normas que la S. C.
Consistorial habia de establ ecer; igualmente confio todos |os sacerdotes ya dedicados ala Obra de
socorro de los obreros italianos que emigraban alas regiones europeas a un Superior elegido y
facultado paraello por laS. C. Consistorial; y paragque los italianos emigrantes en el lugar de su
destino pudieran reconocerse con mayor seguridad y se unieran mas facilmente en su vida diaria con
los catdlicos, mandd que se les proporcionara antes que abandonaran alos suyos, cierta cédula o tésera
eclesiastica.
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49. La Pia Sociedad de Misioneros de San Carlos paralos emigrantes italianos. Encargo, ademas, ala
S. C. Consistorial ladireccion de la Pia Sociedad de Misioneros de San Carlos, la cua habia de sacar
de alli gran provecho; pues, el Cardenal, carisimo a Nuestro Corazon, Rafael Carlos Rossi, Secretario
delamismasS. C. Consistorial, y que con todajusticia es considerado como el segundo fundador de
los Misioneros de San Carlos compuso la adaptacién de las Constituciones de la Pia Sociedad al
Cadigo de Derecho Candnico, las cuales fueron aprobadas; |a misma sociedad fue restituida al pristino
estado religioso, con emision de votos, muchas casas nuevas fueron erigidas, especialmente parala
formacion de los clérigos; agunas provincias religiosas y misiones fueron constituidas
independientes, de resultas de lo cual aumentaron el nimero de miembrosy los campos de su
apostolado en América, Europay ultimamente también en Australia, tan rdpidamente que se alientala
esperanza segura de que habra una asistencia cada dia més soliday firme paralos italianos emigrados.
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50. Fomento de la"Obra de Apostolado de Mar". Finalmente, este magnanimo Pontifice quiso con el
testimonio de su benevolencia magnificar la"Obra de Apostolado de Mar", constituida a principio en
la ciudad de Glasgow de Escocia, por € afio 1920, para bien espiritual, moral y social de los
marineros, y enriquecerla con la aprobacién de la Sede Apostdlica, €l 17 de abril de 1922; y por
cuanto ya se habia difundido ampliamente mediante no pocas reuniones celebradas y la ayuda de los
Ordinarios que a ellas se sumaba, Nos mismo gustosamente decretamos el 30 de mayo de 1942 que
esta Obradisfrutaray gozara en adelante de ladireccion dela S. C. Consistorial.



6. Laobrade Pio XI|I
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51. El predominio de lafuerzay ocupacién ilegitima de paises. Para prolongar esta exposicion hasta
Nuestro Pontificado, no resta sino que digamos algo sobre las realizaciones llevadas a cabo por la
Iglesia en estos ultimos tiempos.

Apenas fuimos elevados ala dignidad de la Sede Romana, se veian claramente, y esto esta
comprobado, |as ansias incontroladas de ensanchar con una audacia cada dia més apasionada las
fronteras nacionales y el deseo desenfrenado de ocupar, mediante la fuerza que no se apoyaba en €l
derecho, regiones gjenas; de alli que grandes masas fueron despiadada y cruelmente deportadas,
oprimidos los pueblos y llevados a otras partes, excediendo los nuevos crimenes por mucho los
antiguos.
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52. Laobrauniversal de caridad del Papay de lalglesiadurante la guerra. Pronto se desencadeno el
torbellino de los tristisimos hechos 0 sea la cruelisima guerra. Entonces Nos emprendimos sin demora
Nuestro ministerio de caridad y de paz.

Con todo € ahinco posible, exhortando, conjurando, implorando y actuando ante los gobernantes de
las Republicas, tratamos de impedir la horribilisima guerra; ya estallada'y avanzando ella con furia
terrible, luchamos de palabray obra por mitigarlay frenarla a medida de Nuestras fuerzas.

En esas deplorables circunstancias, nuestra Madre la lglesia Catdlicay cabeza de la comunidad
universal de caridad, no falté asu oficio ni desilusiono la esperanzay segun su costumbre fue
consuelo de los afligidos, refugio de los atormentados y patria de los desterrados.

No dejamos, pues, tentativa por hacer parallevar alguna ayuda a los hijos dolientes cualquiera que
fuese su condicidn o nacion, aunque se oponian graves impedimentosy eran dificilisimos |os tiempos;
alos mismos judios exilados, que soportaban una violenta persecucion socorrimos con empefio.
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53. Lasolicitud por los prisioneros de guerray los desplazados. Concedimos a los prisioneros,
refugiados, desterradosy alos demés hijos Nuestros que por una causa u otra andaban errantes l€jos
de su patria, y especiamente alos tiernos nifios y |os pobres huérfanos, en todas y cada una de las
obras de caridad, por los iniciados o promovidas o recomendadas para subvenir las innumerables e
inauditas calamidades y penalidades originadas por la guerra que afligian acasi todos |os hombres.
Mas como todos conocen bien estas obras -constan en documentos histéricos- no hay por qué
exponerlas detenidamente: séanos permitido, sin embargo, enumerar de paso algunas.
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54. Las Oficinas, Consgosy Comisiones de socorro del Vaticano. Apenas comenzado el conflicto
armado, Nos, imitando los gjemplos de Nuestro Predecesor Benedicto XV, de cuyos servicios de
caridad fuimos administradores en el furor de la primera guerra, creamos una Oficina especial en
Nuestra Secretaria de Estado para ayudar por doquiera atodos |os pobres y menesterosos; en €l
transcurso del conflicto procuramos la creacién de otra Oficina para buscar alos prisionerosy enviar y
recibir informacionesy otros Consejos mas, entre los cuales Nos place recordar €l Consgjo para
consolar alos desgraciados por la guerra especialmente los refugiados y detenidos en lugares de
prision publica, reemplazado mas tarde por Nuestra Comision de Socorros atodos los indigentes.



Conviene tener presentes aqui también las "Misiones' para Alemaniay Austria, mas de unavez
estimuladas por Nuestra Secretaria de Estado, especialmente con el fin de atender la salud de los
refugiados y desplazados.
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55. La Pontificia Oficina de Migracion y la Oficinaen Ginebra. Mas por cuanto de dia en diaurgia
mas |la necesidad, puesto que los asuntos no se habian arreglado alin en definitiva paz, se procurd
socorrer alamultitud de los refugiados de |os cuales muchisimos se hallaban impedidos de volver a su
casay como ho pocos hombres de |as naciones mas popul osas acuciados por laindigencia, deseaban
emigrar a extranjero, establecimos por decreto una Oficina de Migracion en lamisma Secretaria de
Estado |a que abarca dos secciones, una paralaemigracion libre y otra paralaemigracion forzosa. A
la Oficinade migracién en la ciudad de Ginebra, Nos enviamos a un clérigo afin de que asistieraa
todas las reuniones o congresos internacionales que alli se celebran, y dltimamente, aprobamos la
Comision Catdlica de Emigracion ala que incumbe unir y confederar las fuerzas de todas las
Asociaciones 0 Comités existentes en cualquier parte del mundo, favorecer lasiniciativasy obras que
ellas sostienen en favor de los emigrantes o desplazados, consolidarlasy coordinarlas.
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56. Los Comités en favor de los refugiados. No debe pasarse en silencio que en casi todas las
jurisdiccionesy diocesis se promovieron, por Nuestros Nuncios o Delegados u otros eclesiasticos
enviados especiamente para el efecto, comités o comisiones en favor de los refugiados indigentes y
también de los emigrantes, ayudando por cierto los Ordinarios 0 ministros sagrados o miembros de la
Accion Catdlicay de otras Asociaciones de apostolado y hombres probos por cuya diligente actividad,
gue gustosamente el ogiamos, ya vemos gque han surgido muchisimos beneficios que han de contribuir
alaproteccion de emigrantes y desplazados.
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57. Ayudaalos refugiados en Palestinay alos érabes refugiados. Nuevas causas de afliccion y duelo
trajo laguerra, estallada en €l afio 1948 en Palesting; refugiados sin cuento abandonaron lo suyo,
azotados por inefables dolores y obligados en todas partes air aotrastierras, es decir a Libano, Siria,
Jordania, Egiptoy laregion de Gaza; 1os que se vieron asociados por las comunes calamidades, ora
ricos o pobres, orafieles o carentes de laluz de lafe, ofrecian un espectaculo horrendo y deplorable.

Nos, pues, en seguida proporcionamos consuelo, a medida que lo permitian Nuestros medios,
consuelo que lalglesia Catdlica procuraba llevar por doquiera alos afligidos y abandonados. Para ese
fin Nos creamos Nuestra Mision Pro-Palestina, por la cual, como ya se solia hacer en los tiempos
apostdlicos subvenimos hasta el presente dia por todas partes las necesidades de |os arabes refugiados,
valiéndonos particularmente de la Asociacion especial fundada por la Comision General de los
Obispos de |os Estados Unidos de Norteamérica.
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58. Afanes por |as personas desplazadas por la segunda guerra mundial. Nos afanamos con todo
empefio por disponer favorablemente los animos de todos en beneficio de los refugiados y desterrados
como de hermanos mas indigentes. expusimos, pues, varias veces la miseria de su vida, vindicando
sus derechos, y més de unavez apelamos a la generosidad de todos |os hombres especialmente de los
catolicos en mensgj es radiof onicos, en alocuciones 0 sermones, que, dada la ocasion, pronunciamos, y
en cartas o epistolas dirigidas alos Arzobispos y Obispos.



"Especiamente, parece estimular por el momento y urgir vuestra caridad y ladel clero de Alemania -
asi escribimos alos Venerables Hermanos Arzobispos y Obisposy Ordinarios de lugar de Alemania-
la necesidad de atender con toda ayuday auxilio del ministerio sagrado tanto alos refugiados de
vuestra Nacion que viven en vuestra diaspora como alos refugiados extrafios que, después de haber
perdido a menudo los familiares, bienes, casas, estan obligados a tenderse en la mayoria de |os casos
en promiscuidad bajo carpas col ocadas en |os campos, arrastrando una vida miserable y aflictiva. A
esa clase de préjimos, agobiados dirijan los buenos alemanes sus 0jos y espiritus, especialmente los
ministros sagradosy socios de la Accién Catdlica, para que aguéllos no echen de menos ninguiin
servicio de Religion y caridad.”
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59. Denuncié el mismo problema en 1949 en la Enciclica "Redemptoris Nostri". Igualmente, a hablar
de los Santos L ugares en Palestina Nos quejamos acerbadamente en Nuestra Enciclica "Redemptoris
Nostri" de este modo:

"Efectivamente, todavia Nos llegan |os lamentos de quienes justamente deploran dafios y
profanaciones de santuarios y sagradas imagenes, destrucciones de pacificas habitaciones de
comunidades religiosas; nos llegan todavia los lamentos de tantos y tantos préfugos de toda edad y
condicion, a quienes lareciente guerra ha obligado avivir en el destierro o ha esparcido por campos
de concentracion, exponiéndolos a hambre, a las epidemias, a peligros de toda clase.”

"Nos no ignoramos lo que muchos organismos publicos y organi zaciones privadas han hecho para
aliviar lasuerte de esa multitud que ha sufrido tanto. Y Nos mismos, continuando las obras de caridad
gue emprendimos desde €l principio de Nuestro pontificado, hemos hecho y hacemos todo lo que
podemos para satisfacer todas sus necesidades mas urgentes. Pero la situacion de estos profugos es tan
inciertay tan precaria que no podra durar mucho. Por eso mientras exhortamos a todas las amas
noblesy generosas para que socorran, segun sus posibilidades, a estos desterrados, enfermos'y
privados de todo dirigimos un calido Ilamamiento a aquellos a quienes corresponde proveer para que
se haga justicia a cuantos, obligados por e huracan de la guerra, abandonaron sus casasy no
ambicionan otra cosa que reorganizar sus vidas en paz.”
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60. Agradecimiento atodos, a Obispos, sacerdotes y fieles, especialmente Estados Unidos de
Norteaméricay Australia. Nos manifestamos en cambio, Nuestros més profundos agradecimientos a
Nuestros dilectisimos hermanos en el Episcopado, alos sacerdotes y atodos los ciudadanos de
cualquier clase, alos magistrados publicosy las celosas organi zaciones que con obrasy consejos
ayudaron alos hombres que por los mas diversos motivos se habian refugiado o emigrado. Entre
otras, es preciso hacer mencion aqui de la Carta gue enviamos gustosamente al Presidente de la
Conferenciadel Consgo General de los Obispos de los Estados Unidos de Norteamérica para
Incremento de la Causa Catdlica, y también la Carta quirégrafa que con Nuestras congratul aciones
dedicamos alos Obispos de Australia, |os cuales celebran el 50 Aniversario del comienzo auspicioso
de la Confederacién de aquellos estados.
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61. Insistencia ante los gobiernos, especialmente en favor de lajusticia. Nos dirigimos, ademas, con
insistencia alos supremos gobernantes de los Estados, alos presidentes de organizaciones y a cuantos
hombres rectos y bien dispuestos habia para que consideraran con mucho detenimiento y resolvieran
el problema gravisimo de los refugiados y emigrantes, que removieran al mismo tiempo los peligros
gue a causa de la guerra corrian todos los pueblos y pensaran cuéles eran los remedios que habian de
aplicarse parareparar |os males; ponderaran, finalmente, cuanto importaba a la sociedad humana que



todos, uniendo ideas y esfuerzos, subsanaran répiday eficientemente tantas de las més urgentes
necesidades de esos hombres infortunados, coordinando |os postulados de lajusticia con las
exigencias de la caridad: " Ciertamente, muchas de las injustas condiciones existentes en el campo
socia puede de algiin modo remediar la caridad, pero esto no basta. Pues, primero se necesita
vigorizar lajusticia, hacerla prevalecer y realmente lograr que se imponga.”
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62. Exposicién del derecho natural alamigracién. Desde el principio de Nuestra aceptacion de la
servidumbre apostdlica dirigimos atentamente Nuestra mirada igual mente a todos |os hijos emigrantes
preocupandonos con toda la solicitud de Nuestro corazon tanto de su bienestar eterno como temporal.

Por eso, en el 50 aniversario de la Enciclica"Rerum Novarum”, en lafiesta de Pentecostés, el 1° de
junio de 1941 hablamos del derecho de migracion, basado en la naturaleza de la mismatierraen que
los hombres habitan; de ese discurso Nos place citar agunas sentencias (traducidas a latin):

"En nuestro planeta, que posee tan extensos océanos, maresy lagos, con montes y llanos cubiertos de
nievesy de hielos perpetuos, con dilatados desiertosy tierras inhOspitasy estériles, no fatan, sin
embargo, regionesy lugares vitales abandonados al capricho vegetativo de lanaturalezay que se
prestan al cultivo por lamano del hombre, para sus necesidades y sus operaciones civiles; y mas de
unavez es inevitable que algunas familias, emigrando de aca para alla busguen en otraregion una
nueva patria. En este caso, segun sefiala "Rerum Novarum”, se respeta el derecho de lafamiliaaun
espacio vital. Donde esto suceda, la emigracién lograra -segiin a veces confirma la experiencia- su fin
natural, esto es, la distribucioén mas favorable de los hombres en la superficie de latierra que se preste
para colonias de agricultores; superficie que Dios cred y prepar6 para el uso de todos. Si las dos
partes, la que concede permiso paradejar €l lugar de origen y la que admite alos emigrados, se
mantienen |ealmente solicitas para eliminar cuanto pudiere impedir que nazcay se desarrolle la
verdadera confianza entre €l pais de emigraciony €l pais de inmigracion, todos |os que participen en
tal cambio de lugares y de personas reportaran sus ventgjas. las familias recibiran un terreno que para
ellas seratierrapatria en e verdadero sentido de la palabra; las tierras de densa poblacion se veran
aligeradas, y sus pueblos se creardn nuevos amigos en territorios extranjeros, y los Estados que acogen
alos emigrados se habran ganado unos laboriosos conciudadanos. De esta suerte, las Naciones que
dan emigradosy los Estados gque los reciben contribuiran a porfia al incremento del bienestar humano
y a progreso de lacivilizacion.

Volvimos a sefialar esos mismos principios generales de derecho natural, al afio siguiente, en la
Alocucion de laNatividad de Nuestro Sefior Jesucristo ante el Sacro Colegio de los Padres Purpurados
y lareunion de Obispos.
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63. Insistencia en el derecho natural de migracion alos Obispos de Estados Unidos de Norteamérica
El 24 de diciembre de 1948, empero, escribimos sobre este tema abiertamente a los Pastores sagrados
de los Estados Unidos de Norteamérica lo que sigue: " Sabéis con qué angusti 0sos pensamientos y
ansiedad Nos preocupamos de |os que por la subversion del orden publico en su patria o urgidos por la
falta de trabgjo y alimento abandonan sus domeésticos lares y se ven constrefiidos a trasladar su
domicilio a naciones extrafias. El amor a género humano aconseja no menos que el derecho natural €l
gue los caminos de la emigracion se franqueen para ellos, pues, €l Creador de todas las cosas cred
todos |os bienes principalmente para beneficio de todos:. por eso, aunque el dominio de cada uno de
los Estados debe respetarse no debe aquel domino extenderse de tal modo que por insuficientes e
injustas razones se impida el acceso alos pobres, nacidos en otras partes y dotados de sana moral en
cuanto esto nos se oponga a la publica utilidad pesada con balanza exacta."



"V osotros conscientes de Nuestra advertencia, hace poco os empefiasteis y esforzadamente lograsteis
que, afuerza de un prévido decreto a cual esperamos han de seguir otros mas amplios, no pocos
desterrados de su tierra podran entrar en vuestro pais e igualmente atendéis, mediante la labor
apropiada de hombres excelentes, a los emigrantes, sea cuando partan de su casa, sea cuando arriben a
vuestras playas, convirtiendo en bellarealidad aquel precepto de benevolencia sacerdotal: "ESs deber
del sacerdote no perjudicar anadiey querer servir atodos".
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64. El Papa siente la angustia del problema de desplazados e insiste en una paz justa también paralos
refugiados. A nadie, que oy las palabras pronunciadas por Nos tanto en la Vigiliade la Natividad de
Nuestro Sefior en €l afio 1945 como en las Alocuciones dirigidas alos Cardenal es recién creados, €
dia veinte de febrero de 1946 y al Colegio de |os representantes ante la Santa Sede, €l dia 25 de ese
mismo mes, a hadie, decimos, podra escapar con qué angustiay desasosiego del corazdn se conmovia
el Padre de todos los fieles. En esas alocuciones y mensajes radiof 6nicos condenamos con palabras
enérgicas|os principios del "Totalitarismo” e "imperialismo” del Estado como también las doctrinas
de un desorbitado "nacionalismo” por cuanto ellos, mientras por un lado restringen, a su arbitrio, €l
derecho natural de los hombres alaemigracién y lafundacion de colonias, por € otro obligan a
pueblos salir de otras parte, deportando a los habitantes contra su voluntad y osan criminal mente
arrancar alos ciudadanos a su familia, su hogar y su patria. En larecordada aocucion dirigidaalos
representantes y embajadores de diferentes naciones Nos quisimos refirmar una vez mas Nuestra
voluntad, ya antes a menudo manifestada, en presencia de esa solemne reunion, de propiciar una paz
justay segura; el otro camino que sefialamos para a canzar esa paz favorece las mutuas relaciones
entre |os pueblos de tal modo que permite, finalmente, regresar a casa alos desplazadosy refugiadosy
aemigrar aotras regiones alos que carecen de fortuna o sea los que, en casa, se hallan destituidos de
lo necesario paralavida
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65. Alegato papal en favor de la migracion, especialmente ladel Japon. En la Alocucion alos Padres
Purpurados en lafestividad de Nuestro Patrono, pronunciada el mismo afio volvimos ainvitar alas
Naciones que se distinguieron por la vastedad de su territorio y carecen de un correspondiente nimero
de habitantes a que aceptaran hombres que viven en regiones superpobladas, entre las cuales, como a
nadie escapa, figura actualmente en especial el Japon.

Lo mismo auspiciamos en la Vigilia de la Natividad de Nuestro Sefior, el afio 1948: "Debe favorecerse
la emigracién de familias, deciamos, en regiones que pueden proporcionarles 1o necesario paralavida,
maés bien que enviar alos profugos las enormes erogaciones de los impuestos'. Por eso exhortamos
nuevamente alos Senadores de |os Estados Unidos de Norteamérica que trabajan en el Departamento
Pro-Inmigracién, hace algunos afios venidos a Roma, a que trataran de aplicar en cuanto estuvieraasu
alcance, con mayor liberalidad las leyes muy severas que vigian acerca de lainmigracién en su pais
Nos no omitimos proclamar y urgir lo mismo alos ilustres legisladores del Congreso de los Estados
Unidos de Norteamérica que presiden |os asuntos de | os refugiados emigrantes de Europay recibimos
gustosos alos adscriptos ala Comision de la direccion de gastos; y de nuevo hace poco, cuando
dirigimos un discurso al amado pueblo del Brasil €l dia 4 de junio del afio en curso.
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66. Normas internacionales de migracion. Nos insinuamos también que era muy oportuno dar normas
o reglas internacional es que favoreciesen laemigracion, en la Alocucion dirigidae 2 de julio de 1951
alos asistentes al Congreso Internacional de los Catdlicos, celebrado en Roma para mejorar las
condiciones de vida de |os campesinos. Mas tarde, en la Audiencia concedida a algunos hombres



preclaros que se habian reunido en Congreso en Napoles paratratar el problema de la emigracion, les
expusimos la gravedad de este problema.
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67. Enumeracién de las obras Pontificias en favor de prisioneros y desplazados. Por eso damos gracias
eternas a Dios dador de los bienes que asistio benignamente a su Santa lglesia. Con su divino auxilio
después de solicito estudio y trabajo de todos los Consegjos u Oficinas se han podido llevar a cabo,
entre otras cosas, |0s siguientes proyectos de beneficenciay obras de piedad: L as colonias de verano
para nifios y nifias aln con constante alimentacion, las cuales recibian con atencion plenatambién a
los nifios de |os emigrados que venian de varias naciones; Instituciones de amparo de huérfanos o
infantes en desgracia por la guerra; Cocinas o comedores para alimentar alos indigentes; albergues
pararecibir alos refugiados recién vueltos o prisioneros que regresaban a su patria, y asistenciaa
hombresy a sus familias que iban aemigrar a extranjero; aguinaldos entregados por Nuestra orden a
nifiosy cautivos, becas concedidas ajovenes de cualquier nacion afin de que, lgjos de su patria, en las
Universidades extranjeras pudieran reemprender |os estudios interrumpidos por lafuerza; no pocas
reuniones en varias naciones europeas parallevar ayuda, alimentos, vestidosy medicinas alos
indigentesy alos perjudicados por la guerra; hogares de recreo para los soldados que lgjos de su patria
hacen el servicio de armas.
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68. Extension de los servicios de socorro en los edificios Pontificios en Roma. Cuando, rugiendo adn
la horrible guerra, una enorme muchedumbre de hombres, nifios, mujeres, enfermosy ancianos que
salian de las ciudades y pueblos destruidos por incursiones enemigas, especialmente de lastierras
despobladas de Italia, casi hora a hora confluian en Roma para pedir salvacion y amparo al Padre
comun, Nos ensanchamos en forma, la mas amplia posible, los @mbitos de |a caridad; pues, tocaba
Nuestro corazén tanto gemido de desterrados y refugiados, y, conmovidos por la compasion Nos hacia
repetir aguella quejadel Sefior: Siento compasion de la muchedumbre... . Por eso todos Nuestros
edificios, sealos del Vaticano, sealos del Letran, sea principal mente los de Castelgandolfo y las casas
angjas a las Basilicas Romanas, |os I nstitutos de los religiosos, 1os Seminarios y Colegios eclesi asticos
de la Urbe estaban entonces abiertos de par en par. Por tanto, mientras casi el mundo universo ardiaen
odios implacables y derramaba sangre hermana la Urbe sagrada de Romayy los edificios recién
nombrados se convirtieron en sede y domicilio de caridad.
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69. Resumen de |las obras papales a favor de prisioneros, desplazadosy emigrantes. Nos fue dado,
ademés consolar ainnumerables soldados y prisioneros con iniciativas religiosas y caritativas; recrear
a sus capellanes mediante auxilios espirituales; restituir alos desplazados a su patria; devolver ala
libertad ciudadanos inermes, perjudicados sin razon por €l exilio y las cadenas; liberar de lacércel y
de la segura muerte a los deportados a lgjanas regiones; preparar 10s vigjes paralos refugiados o los
emigrantes a regiones extranjeras hospitalarias; ofrecer techo alos clérigosy presbiteros profugos que
mucho habian sufrido por lafe apostdlicay la unidad catdlica, y asignar alos expulsados de su patria
un nuevo campo de apostolado entre sus compatriotas emigrados o exiliados; atender en todaforma
posible alos muchos emigrados y especial mente obreros que por su trabajo vivian fuera de su patria;
sostener y proteger latiernavidade losinfantesy curar la salud de |os enfermos; dar sepulturaalos
restos sagrados de |os que murieron en la guerra, cuidar las cenizas amadas y devolverlas a su patria.
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70. Agradecimiento y audiencias. Por eso quisimos profesar también Nuestra gratitud a todos los que
habian correspondido con largueza a Nuestro llamado aunqgue €llos mismos se sintieran agobiados de
tantos males privados y publicos.

Con emocionada recordacion evocamos hasta €l dia de hoy alainmensa multitud de hombres que en
plena guerra confluiaa Romay alos infortunados hijos, desterrados o detenidos en campos de prision
gue desde muchos paises europeos acudian en peregrinacion a Roma para ganar indulgencias
expiatorias, 10os admitimos gustosos a una audienciay, hablandoles como Padre secamos sus
abundantes |agrimas y alentamos a la esperanza cristiana su exacerbado animo.
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71. Lostiene presentesy reza por ellos. Unay otravez pensamos con el corazén contristado en
Nuestros amadisimos hijos los Obispos, sacerdotes, sagradas virgenes, criminalmente arrancados a su
sede o domicilio, y alos demés condenados ala prisién o trabgjos y obligados a una condicion de vida
por demas inhumana.

Todos esos pobres hombres errabundos cuya suerte Nos angustia incesantemente encomendamos en
Nuestras oraciones constantemente al Padre eterno y a Nuestro dulcisimo Redentor que es fuente de
toda consolacion, afin de que se sientan recreados por celestiales donesy consuel os, implorando a
mismo tiempo a Dios también para que |os que, refugiados, prisioneros o desterrados, fueron
arrebatados | gjos de sus patrios lares, puedan cuanto antes volver a su dulcisima patria.
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72. Prelados, directores pontificios de las obras. Ademés, creiamos cumplir una parte urgente de
Nuestra mision eligiendo a algunos clérigos recomendados por su celo |os cuales debian promover con
fervor el bien espiritua de las colonias de compatriotas establecidas lejos de su tierray que todo o
gue sacerdotes de su mismo idioma habian de emprender dirigieran y consolidaran; con agrado ya
hemos visto que estos Prelados provistos por Nos de un peculiar mandato como de Visitadoresy
munidos de | as necesarias facultades ya han cumplido nuestros deseos.
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73. Obrade ayuda de Holanda e Italiay " Cooperacion sacerdotal” de Espafia. Entre tanto, con mucho
gozo de Nuestro espiritu Nos supimos que la Obra de ayuda a los emigrantes, que |os Obispos de
Holanda procuraron levantar, ya colabor6 intensamente a bien de los fieles que desde ese pais desean
emigrar aotrastierras o que emigraron anteriormente; que ha crecido alavez el nimero de sacerdotes
que se dirigieron especialmente a Bélgica, Francia, Alemania, Suiza, Holanda, Gran Bretafia como
también alas |gjanas regiones de América no solo para socorrer alos compatriotas emigrados, sino
también colaborar en la curade almas de los del pais en que sdlo se dispone de un nimero muy
reducido de ministros sagrados como por gjemplo en algunas didcesis de la América Latina. Parece
gue han de destacarse honrosamente con una mencion especial |os Obispos italianos dado que
permitieron, obedeciendo ala exhortacion dela S. C. Consistorial, que uno que otro de sus sacerdotes
fuese enviado a extranjero, y también los Prelados espariol es a cuyo celo hay que atribuir la Obra de
la Cooperacion sacerdotal entre Espafiay Ameérica, nacida en nuestros tiempos.
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74. La Colaboracion de las 6rdenes y congregaciones religiosas y la Sociedad de Cristo de Gnesen.
Para que nadie crea que las familias religiosas hayan contribuido a esto Unicamente en pequefia escala,
baste sélo sefiaar que los Regulares, ofreciéndose espontéaneamente a los sacerdotes seculares y 10s
Prelados cual socios de sufrimiento y labores, partieron en mayor nimero que antes atierras lgjanas, y



cooperando con su acostumbrado celo, se granjearon hondo reconocimiento. A las érdenes antiguasy
los Clérigos regulares, alas Congregaciones y Sociedades méas recientes, muy conspicuos en este
género de apostolado, se afadid poco ha, con la aprobacion de la Sede Apostdlica, la Sociedad de
Cristo para emigrantes fundada en la diécesis de Gnesen ya por € afio 1932 para encargarse de la cura
de almas de los polacos que viven legjos de su patria.
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75. En favor de maronitas, rutenos y lituanos. Dedicando Nuestra asidua solicitud a Nuestros hijos
orientales desplazados, entre otras cosas, erigimos €l vicariato patriarcal de los maronitas en la
di6écesis maronitade El Cairo para los fieles maronitas que con frecuencia emigran desde el Libano a
Egipto o que alli tienen su domicilio estable; igualmente dividimos en tres el exarcado de los rutenos
en lajurisdiccion del Canad, y constituimos los tres exarcados el Central, €l del Estey el del Oeste,
separando después del Central una parte del territorio, establecimos un nuevo exarcado, y
altimamente, erigimos el Ordinariato paralosfieles del rito oriental que viven en el Brasil.

Procuramos, ademas, la creacién del Colegio Lituano de San Casimiro en Roma para recoger alos
clérigos y eclesiasticos que huyen de esa region.
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76. Dos patronos celestiales de migracion. Finalmente, con gran gozo de Nuestro corazén
constituimos a San Francisco de Paula especial patrono celestial ante Dios de las Universidades que
dirigen la atencion espiritua de la gente de mar, de las compariias de navegacion y de todos |os
armadores de la jurisdiccién de Italia; decretamos los honores de |os santos a beata Francisca Javiera
Cabrini y la declaramos Patrona celestial ante Dios de todos |os emigrantes.
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77. Resumen de la parte histérica. Todas estas oportunas providencias de la Sede Apostélicay de los
pastores realizadas con la entusi asta cooperacion de los sacerdotes, religiososy fieles -cuyos nombres,
si bien es verdad que, por lo general, no figuran en las paginas de la Historia, estan, sin embargo,
escritos en €l cielo- eran muy dignas de que se recordasen aqui y se narrasen, aunque nada méas que
brevemente, para que aparezca con toda claridad la universal y benéfica obra de lalglesiareaizada
con los emigrantes y exilados de todo género, alos cualeslalglesia, sin ahorrar ningun trabgjo, ha
atendido siempre con su asistenciareligiosa, moral y social.

Todo lo cual eranecesario recordar particularmente en estos tiempos en que la prévida actividad de la
Madre Iglesia es atacada tan saténicamente por los adversarios, olvidando y despreciando sus obras
aln en lamismaregion de lacaridad en la cual ellafue la primeraen desbrozar €l terrenoy seladejo
después frecuentemente sola en el trabajo.

TITULO SEGUNDO - Parte dispositiva -
I. Introduccién: La extension de lamigracion y de |as organizaciones exige un arreglo general
78

78. Los motivos que impulsan a una nueva regulacion: Creciente nimero de emigrantesy sus
necesidades espirituales. Las frecuentes noticias que estos Ultimos tiempos hemos recibido, Nos
directamente por correspondenciay todas las que cada dia se registran en los periédicosy revistas
indican que cada vez crece mas el niUmero de extranjeros en Europay Américay recientemente en
Australiay enlaslslas Filipinas. Ahorabien, si es verdad que muchas asociaciones e instituciones



civiles, nacionales e internacionales se han esforzado y se esfuerzan con emulacién por ayudar alos
extranjeros en sus necesidades materiales y morales, Nos, en virtud de Nuestro supremo y universal
ministerio apostolico, no podemos dejar de intensificar Nuestro grande amor hacia estos hijos, que se
hallan en tribulacionesy en las calamidades del exilio y sin dgjar aparte, dentro de o que Nos es
posible, el socorro material, Nos esforzamos con todo Nuestro interés en procurarles principal mente el
consuelo de laasistencia espiritual .
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79. Peticion de los Obispos. Se da, ademés, felizmente |a circunstancia de gue muchos Venerables
Hermanos Nuestros, Arzobisposy Obispos, entre |os cuales no faltan varios eminentisimos
Cardenales, los cuales urgidos por el celo de las almas, por tramite de Nuestro hermano el Cardenal de
laS. I. R., Adeodato Juan Piazza, Obispo de Sabinay Poggio Mirteto, secretario de la Sagrada
Congregacion Consistorial, Nos han pedido que promulguemos nuevas disposiciones con € fin de que
se organice mejor dentro del régimen de las diocesis la cura espiritua de los extranjeros.

80

80. Deseo del Papa de un nuevo arreglo. Tales demandas coinciden plenamente con Nuestras
intenciones, pues esperabamos con deseo una ocasiOn oportuna paraimpartir alos ordinarios normas
adecuadas y no opuestas alalegisacion del Cédigo de Derecho Candnico, sino concordes a su
espirituy tradicion y para dar ademas a los Ordinarios las facultades oportunas para gue puedan
atender alacuraespiritual de los extranjeros, extranosy peregrinos en unaforma proporcionada a sus
necesidades y no menos eficaz que aquella de la cual gozan los demés fieles en su didcesis.
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81. Resumen general y esquema de lo expuesto. Por lo cua hemos creido que aprovechard mucho al
bien delasamasy a incremento de la disciplina eclesiastica el dar una breve sintesis historica de las
obras méas importantes realizadas en este campo por la Santa Madre Iglesia catdlicay de las normas
hasta ahora vigentes promul gadas sucesivamente desde finales del siglo X1X hasta nuestros dias para
lacuraespiritual de los emigrantes.
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82. Ultimarazon: Coleccion sistematica de todas las disposiciones existentes. Pero, sobre todo, es
necesario presentar en una coleccion sistemética las leyes -acomodadas a | as circunstancias actuales
de tiempo y lugares, previala abrogacién, modificacién o integramiento de la precedente legislacion-
con las cuales intentamos proveer alacuraespiritua de los emigrantes e inmigrantes de cualquier
condicion, cuidado que queremos que permanezca peculiarmente confiado ala Sagrada Congregacion
Consistorial, segun su competenciaen los fieles derito latino. Tratada ya la primera parte pasamos
ahora ala exposicion de la segunda.

Il. Las disposiciones

NORMAS SOBRE LA CURA ESPIRITUAL DE LOS EMIGRANTES
(Se omiten las Normas: paragrafos 83 a 88)

EPILOGO

89



89. El decreto. Considerada muy atentamente toda esta cuestion y movidos por los gjemplos de
Nuestros Predecesores, tomado el consegjo de Nuestro Venerable Hermano el Cardenal delaS. |. R.
Adeodato Juan Piazza, Obispo de Sabinay Poggio Mirteto, secretario de la Sagrada Congregacion
Consistorial, establecemos y prescribimos todas estas cosas, decretando que las presentes
disposicionesy todo lo en ellas contenido no puedan ser impugnadas ni siquieraen el caso de que
alguien no esté de acuerdo con ella por tener o creer tener de alguna manera intereses creados en este
asunto y que no hayan sido consultados u oidos, o por otrarazén cualquiera; sino que siemprey
perpetuamente permanecen y permaneceran firmes, vadlidasy eficacesy produciran y obtendran todos
sus efectos plenos e integrados y deberan ser sufragadas y respectiva e inviolablemente observadas
por todos aquellos a quienes corresponde o corresponda por determinado tiempo, y seranuloy sin
valor todo lo que contra estas | etras se haga por cualquiera, alin dotado de autoridad, a sabiendas o por
ignorancia.
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90. Confirmacion de estilo. No obsta en contrario, dentro de lo que es posible, ninguna de las
constituciones y ordenaciones apostdlicas dadas por los Romanos Pontifices Predecesores Nuestros,
segun arriba hemos dicho, y las demas, aln las dignas de particular y especial mencion 'y derogacion.

A ningun hombre le sealicito atacar o contrariar con audaz temeridad alguna pagina de Nuestra
constitucién, ordenacion, abrogacion, mandato, copilacion, admonicion, inhibicion, precepto o
voluntad. Y s alguno presumiere atentar contra esto, sepa que incurre en laindignacion del Dios
Omnipotente y de los bienaventurados apostoles Pedro y Pablo.

Dada en Castelgandolfo, junto aRoma, el afio del Sefior 1952, €l 1° de agosto, en lafiestade San
Pedro Apostol Ad Vincula, € afio 14 de Nuestro Pontificado.

Pius pp. XII



